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Throughout the large cities oj the North there are night drillings 
and night teaching of hundreds, even thousands of the young in 
this country . .. Of course, when you speak to them about it, their 
leaders, the traitors who are at the head of the organization, will 
tell you that there is no incompatibility between their loyalty to 
Fascism and Nazism and loyalty to the American Govemmeiit . 
Everyone knoios that that cannot possibly be true, and it cannot 
be thought to be true by any man possessed of intellectual 
integrity . . .. 

The governments of Germany and of Italy are carrying on war 
against the government of Spain, although the war is unavowed, 
and although they are professing almost every fortnight a desire 
to advance the cause of peace throughout the world. The guns and 
the men which massacred the people of Guernica were furnished 
by the German and the Italian Governments. The guns and the 
men in a large measure which took the capital of the Basques were 
furnished by the German and the Italian Governments. The war 
is being carried on and would not be sustained in all probability 
a fortnight if it were not for the duplicitous and cowardly support 
which is being given by the German and the Italian Governments 
against the Spanish Government. 

I call attention to it for the reason that we ought to realize 
nationally here at home, and internationally, that the basic prin¬ 
ciples of Fascism and Nazism are deception, are duplicity, are pro¬ 
fessing to do what they are not doing, or professing the contrary 
of what they propose to do. 

So here in this country our youths are being poisoned with the 
doctrine which is at war with every principle upon which these 
institutions rest. . . . 

In (Hitler's) “perfect and beautiful democracy” there is no law 
—only the will of the master; there is no liberty, there is no free¬ 
dom, there is no security. Men and women arc hunted like wild 
beasts . . . and this is advertised to the people of the world and 
being taught to our children here in this country as the most per¬ 
fect form of a real democracy. 

(Senator William E. Borah, Speech in Senate, June 23 , 193 7.) 


INTRODUCTION 


A German Youth Speaks 

By Ilse Traumann 


T HE roots of National Social¬ 
ism lie buried deep in past his¬ 
tory. One cannot understand 
why Hitlerism became tlic ideal of 
large sections of the German youth 
unless one keeps in mind the excep¬ 
tional and tragic circumstances un¬ 
der which this generation grew up. 

The German youth of to-day was 
born into the turmoil of the world 
war. For Europe that meant more 
than for this continent. War was 
everywhere. Its shadows penetrated 
the nurseries of the rich as well 
as the kitchens of the poor. Many 
mothers were munition workers, all 
fathers were soldiers. The blockade 
of German ports produced hunger 
in upper class homes and starvation 
in the working class suburbs. The 
armistice did not improve condi¬ 
tions at home. The youngsters didn’t 
see much of a change, they were still 
hungry. Was that “the peace” they 
had been told about? 

Before the war, they imagined, 
their country must have been a para¬ 
dise. Wasn’t mother telling them 
“that there were people, in those 
happy days, who had eggs to eat 
every day and children, who had a 
glass of milk every night”? 

These miracles were often dis¬ 
cussed by groups of skinny young¬ 
sters who played in the streets, pat¬ 
tering the pavement with their wood- 


soled sandals. Most of them would 
no more believe these stories than 
the emancipated babies of to-day be¬ 
lieve in Santa Claus. Others would 
brag about their father’s feats dur¬ 
ing the war, and what their fathers 
had not told them was freely in¬ 
vented. For most fathers talked very 
little of tlicir war experiences. The 
men who had spent four years in the 
trenches were fed up with war to 
such an extent that they became si¬ 
lent about the horrors of the front. 
What they recalled in their narra¬ 
tives was not the blood and filth and 
terror they had seen, but rather the 
little pleasures which were so rare, 
like a few days holiday from a life 
of murder and destruction. Their 
general effort to forget was the rea¬ 
son why so many children neyer 
learned the truth about the warJBut 
in trying to spare their children this 
terrible truth, many fathers com¬ 
mitted a psychological crime, how¬ 
ever unconsciously. For they made it 
easy for irresponsible chauvinists 
later on to nurse a new war enthusi¬ 
asm among Germany’s youttu, 


Was there “peace” when these 
youngsters went to school? During 
their first school years the German 
currency collapsed. Savings were 
wiped out, speculation flourished, 
prices rose a thousand per cent or 
more each day. The youngsters took 
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for granted what was, for their par¬ 
ents, a frightening phenomenon. In 
their elementary arithmetic lessons 
they added an ever increasing row 
of zeros to the figures that appeared 
in their problems. They were used 
to paying ten times more for their 
car fares every morning, and spend¬ 
ing their afternoons lined up in front 
of a food store. In the meantime 
they couldn't stop thinking of the 
happy little boys and girls of olden 
days, who had eggs in the morning 
and milk at night. No, this could not 
be “the peace/’ peace must look dif¬ 
ferent. How they longed for normal 
times, which they had never seen. 

[Tn these muddled days there was 
one dominant idea in the minds of 
the youth of Germany. Things could 
not go on as they were. A radical 
change was due. Having lost all faith 
in their elders, the young people be¬ 
lieved that their turn had come to 
set things right. In 1930 Hitler be¬ 
came their prophet^ 

Once before there was a German 
youth movement that expressed the 
needs and solved part of the prob¬ 
lems of a generation. That was dur¬ 
ing the sated years of the Empire, 
around 1900, when the elder genera¬ 
tion of the upper and middle classes 
seemed to become mentally lazy, 
and a Victorian style of semi-culture 
threatened to choke every natural 
manifestation in thought and art. 

Return to the simple life, the re¬ 
vival of old folk songs and plenty of 
outdoor life, camping and hiking, 
teatotalling and non-smoking, were 
but the surface signs of the move¬ 
ment. iThe “Jugendbewegung” was 
the revolt of Germany’s energetic and 
idealistic youth, rebelling against 


mechanicalization of modem life. It 
was something entirely new, not a 
movement for young people but a 
movement by young people, youth’s 
challenge to conventional education, 
religion and morality and, for the 
working class youth, a political chal¬ 
lenge to conventional society. 

In the bourgeois youth movement 
the effort to make a new start re¬ 
mained within the limits of the pres¬ 
ent form of society; it was just a 
shifting of activity from the older 
generation to the younger. The ob¬ 
ject of their revolt was merely the 
reform of the cultural superstruc¬ 
ture of the state, for the young intel¬ 
lectuals saw no need of an economic 
change. Their challenge was directed 
against the conservative function¬ 
aries of school, church and state, but 
not against the state as such. It took 
extremely radical forms against the 
parents who seemed not to recognize 
what their children wanted. 

The aims of the proletarian youth 
movement were different ones, for 
the heeds of the young workers 
arose from their economic situation. 
True, they were also idealists, chal¬ 
lenging the materialistic owners of 
the worldly goods. They fought 
against the same men as their fel¬ 
lows in the bourgeois camp, only 
they saw them from a different 
angle. The enemy was neither father 
nor mother but the boss in the fac¬ 
tory and the drill-sergeant in the 
barrack-yard. The young workers 
had to look for tougher weapons 
than old folk songs and romantic 
speeches. While they cherished the 
same love of nature and outdoor life 
as the bourgeois youth movement, 
they fought an economic and politi¬ 
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cal struggle, together with the elder 
generation of their class, against the 
capitalist rulers. 

[in the “Jugendbewegung” of the 
bourgeois youth, youth itself was a 
merit, youth in itself was something 
revolutionary, and always in the 
right against older peopleTThis feel¬ 
ing was not destroyed by the war 
and the years that followed it. It was 
greatly increased by the misery that 
part of the elder generation had in¬ 
flicted upon the German people. 
|Tlie Weimar republic misunder¬ 
stood this feeling of youth. Hitler 
won by playing up to itj 
jt was the tragedy of the German 
Republic that it did not find the 
right way of dealing with its youth/] 
Not that the men of Weimar ne¬ 
glected the young. On the contrary, 
youth was given a great deal. The 
large number of beautiful youth hos¬ 
tels all over the country, which 
served as examples to youth move¬ 
ments of other nations, the modern 
stadia and swimming pools and 
many other constructive institutions 
through which young people were 
enabled to have a good time, and 
which Hitler now claims to be the 
achievements of Nazism, were cre¬ 
ated under the republican adminis¬ 
tration. The men of Weimar have 
done much for the young. Many of 
them claim now that youth acted 
ungratefully toward them. But is it 
enough to give youth a good time? 

These boys and girls saw before 
them a life of uncertainty and hope¬ 
lessness, and it was not a good time 
they asked. They felt no gratitude 
for the things they were given, be¬ 
cause they felt capable of creating 
these things themselves—if they were 


only given a chance. (They wanted 
power, a voice in their government/} 
They felt responsible for making 
good where their elders had failed. 
^The parties that governed republi¬ 
can Germany seemed to have no 
faith in youth. Hitler hacl/JA state¬ 
ment of Balclur von Schir ach, leader 
of the Hitler Youth, which is quoted 
elsewhere in this pamphlet, shows 
the Nazi approach to youth, pit is 
indeed our pride that wc are not an 
institution of the state for youth, but 
an organization of youth for the 
state.'jHow manifestations of this 
kind work out in the Nazi state will 
be demonstrated later. In pre-Nazi 
times such slogans were understood 
by the young people in the sense of 
Ef-Iitler will help us to force upon 
the state our will, the will of the 
young. J 

'\TJic Weimar republic made a bad 
choice in appointing the men and 
women designated to take care of 
the young generation/)Most teachers 
who had taught under the Kaiser 
remained in their positions. The Re¬ 
public must have felt that it had 
incurred a great debt to these in¬ 
dividuals, though many of them 
paid only lip-service to the new re¬ 
gime. Under the social-democratic 
administration, private elementary 
schools were eliminated and the pub¬ 
lic elementary schools were opened 
to modern ideas, where these ideas 
were not suppressed by confession¬ 
al groups. The “worldly schools/’ 
schools without religious back¬ 
ground, became centers of demo¬ 
cratic education, as it was outlined 
in the constitution. But these schools 
were few. They existed only where 
there were worker’s families with a 
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progressive, freethinking tradition. 
Nothing was done by the administra¬ 
tion to urge parents, who were not 
thus advanced, to send their chil¬ 
dren to these schools. High school 
education was never free in Ger¬ 
many, except for a negligible num¬ 
ber of scholarships. High schools 
were, therefore, the domain of upper 
and middle class youth. The most re¬ 
actionary teachers were to be found 
in the high schools of smaller prov¬ 
ince towns, and naturally, ^he grad¬ 
uate students of these schools be¬ 
came Hitler’s avant garde_T] The 
teachers were either outright mon¬ 
archists, or they belonged to that 
type of middle class that, in its dis¬ 
tress, felt comforted by Hitler. 

While the constitution demanded 
that education be inspired by the de¬ 
sire for international reconciliation, 
teachers went on preaching imper¬ 
ialism, as they had done before the 
war. Their students became victims 
of the ir chauvin ist propaganda. The 
constitution demanded that the feel¬ 
ings of dissenters should not be hurt. 
This provision was almost always 
violated against leftist, even against 
loyal republican groups, and in favor 
of nationalists and Nazis. Undeed, 
the students who were loyal to the 
republic and the democratic insti¬ 
tutions often felt like a persecuted 
minority^ 

On August ii, “Constitution Day,” 
1929, high school students in Gos- 
lar, a typical province town in the 
Harz mountains, tore down, tram¬ 
pled and spat upon the black-red- 
and-gold flag, with which the school 
building was decorated. Their teach¬ 
ers showed no sign of disapproval, 
and a government investigation was 


carried out timidly, without any re¬ 
sults: After all, the behavior of the 
Goslar school children was the rule 
rather than an exception. 

In some larger industrial cities 
progressive students tried in vain to 
i nvoke action by the republican ^au¬ 
thorities. Significant evidence of the 
suicidal way in which the adminis¬ 
tration retreated before chauvinist 
propaganda was revealed by a group 
that, in 1931, circulated blanks 
among their fellow-students, con¬ 
taining questions about recent civic 
and historical events.lTlie question 
“who signed Germany’s acceptance 
of the armistice” was incorrectly an¬ 
swered by more than ninety per cent 
of students graduating from high 
school. Even after looking it up in 
history hooks, many students would 
not believe that it was their beloved 
field marshall, Hindenburg, who 
signed this “document of humilia¬ 
tion.” Many had answered: “The 
November criminals,” “the Jews,” 
“some Marxist,” or, using the omni¬ 
bus term which covered all the ma¬ 
licious elements that had brought 
about their misery, they blamed it 
on “the System.”jAnswers to ques¬ 
tions about vital issues of civic or 
political life were equally wrong 
and absurd. 

The ignorance of these boys and 
girls was no crime, but there is no 
excuse for the irresponsible states¬ 
men, who made this ignorance pos¬ 
sible. They are the ones to be 
blamed. 

No wonder that a great part of 
the young generation firmly be¬ 
lieved that Germany had not really 
lost the war, but that the Father- 
land had been knifed in the back by 
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Jews and Marxists, that the “No¬ 
vember criminals” were responsible 
for the humiliation of Versailles, 
and thus many of them were at¬ 
tracted by Hitler’s glamor and the 
playing at soldiers. \From the Nazi 
movement, with its flags and march¬ 
ing shoulder to shoulder, they de¬ 
rived a fresh sense of comradeship, 
while education and culture seemed 
of no value to them because even 
many who had finished university 
could find no jobs. In a word, they 
were ready, as youth had been be¬ 
fore, to fight for any one who prom¬ 
ised them a better world, and who 
appeared to have the guts to achieve 
his ends, which they thought were 
theirs as welO 

Hitler promised to abolish un¬ 
employment. And unemployment 
threatened the German youth more 
than anything elsQ^He was againsi 
capitalism which they knew was re¬ 
sponsible for the misery they were 
confronted with. His party, to them, 
was socialist, just because of its name, 
[instead of class struggle he asked foi 
unity, and middle class youth, hav¬ 
ing entered the final stage of prole¬ 
tarianization, was afraid to face the 
£ class struggl ^Furthermore, Hitler’s 
^ movement was German. He wanted 
6 socialism; that was necessary. He 
wanted a national socialism, which 
was, to them, much better than the 
socialism the socialists and commu¬ 
nists were fighting for. They had 
never been taught the true meaning 
of internationalism; to them it meant 
abolition of their nationality. They 
had been made to think that a ma¬ 
terialist was somebody who had no 
greater ideal than a ham sandwich, 
and what was that compared with 


Hitler’s “building of a new Ger¬ 
many”? 

[Thus middle class youth flocked 
into the brown army of National 
Socialism, the new “Weltanschau¬ 
ung” that required no thinking, no 
social orientation, which promised 
them salvation through the leader¬ 
ship of the almighty Fuhrer^U 

It is harder to understand why 
many young workers, who had un¬ 
dergone, in their radical youth 
leagues, a more or less thorough 
training in working class ideology, 
could be deceived by Nazism. 

* * # * 

Uniforms and marching songs are 
not Hitler’s invention. They were 
adopted long before by the working 
class youth movement in the form 
that had been created by the old 
“ Jugendbewegung” in the early years 
of our century. It was, for instance, 
not appropriate, in the labor youth 
leagues, to attend weekly group 
meetings without dressing in one’s 
uniform, a blue blouse with a red 
tie and the proper accessories and 
badges. There was a vital reason for 
this, apart from the German love 
for order and uniforms, the living 
standard of the German working 
class has always been much below 
the American, andjthe demand for 
uniform dress arose from a healthy 
desire for cqualityjThe contempt 
for bourgeois fashions became very 
extreme. It is natural that coats with 
fur collars were considered bour¬ 
geois, where the wages of a working 
girl barely allowed a cheap winter 
coat. But, though it may be healthy 
for boys to wear short pants, bare 
knees should not be looked upon as 
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essential prerequisites for a better 
society. And what about the young 
boy who would not touch a hard 
boiled egg, he was offered at a Sun¬ 
day picnic, because he considered 
hard boiled eggs 4 ‘bourgeois"? 

Sin ging seems to be something 
typically German. At any rate, there 
is not^so much of it in other coun- 
tries.[Tn our radical youth groups we 
did a lot of singing^ Our songs were 
beautiful — and very revolutionary. 
"We Are the Builders of a New 
World”—“Freedom or Death”—and 
“The Young Workers of Vienna” 
with their waving red flags. 

When Hitler came to power and 
German labor leaders submitted 
without even trying to fight, it ap¬ 
peared that their radicalism had 
been merely a radicalism of words. 
True, the workers, and especially 
the working youth, had anticipated 
a struggle to the last drop of their 
blood, and the mighty demonstra¬ 
tions of early 1933 had left in them 
the certainty that Germany was on 
the eve of a civil war. But when 
nothing happened, and the great 
and once glorious German labor 
movement collapsed like a house of 
cards before the fascist onslaught, 
when the workers were suddenly de¬ 
prived of the powerful organizations 
they had built up with so much en¬ 
thusiasm and sacrifice, it appeared 
that something must have been fun¬ 
damentally wrong. 

[The break down of the German 
labor movement was felt by the 
youth with the same cruel intensity 
as by the older generation. The 
youth leagues were liquidated in the 
initial stages of Gleichschaltung (co¬ 
ordination) . Their functionaries 


were arrested and tortured just as 
brutally as the adult leadera^D uring 
the weeks that followed the Reich¬ 
stag Fire the rank and file was petri¬ 
fied. Many young comrades lost faith 
in a democracy that was not able 
to prevent what had occurred. But 
those who had been the most active 
ones derived a different attitude 
from the events. Thinking of the 
past, they did not consider them¬ 
selves innocent. Even youth, had 
their theories been the clearest and 
their radicalism the purest, cannot 
shake off their share of guilt for 
what happened. Ours is a new feel¬ 
ing of responsibility. 

We realized that we had to start 
all over again. [During the first 
months of Nazi terror we learned 
many a lesson which our leaders 
were unable to teach us before. It 
seems that fascism is a better school 
for a militant labor movement than 
were all the institutions of the Wei¬ 
mar republic] 

Wc have learned to fight silently. 
Our comrades do not know each 
other by their badges, often not even 
by their names, and in an under¬ 
ground movement there is no room 
for a noisy word-radicalism. But 
there is more sincerity and true po¬ 
litical radicalism than there ever 
was before. 

When you feel the Nazi whip on 
your skin you get little comfort out 
of strife and slander. We have for¬ 
gotten past differences and are de¬ 
termined to build a new movement 
that will overthrow Hitler-fascism. 
♦ # # 

Hundreds of German youths have 
been murdered by the Nazis. They 
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were shot “while trying to escape,” 
they “committed suicide” in prison, 
they were shot “by mistake” during 
the massacre of July 30, 1934; they 
are being drilled to death in labor 
camps and barrack yards and slaugh¬ 
tered on the battlefields of Spain. 
But these young martyrs have not 


died in vain, for they have set the ex¬ 
ample for thousands who joined 
their ranks. They have shared the 
immense feeling of happiness that is 
indispensable to all those who, in a 
world of terror and madness, have 
the courage to face that world and 
fight it. 








CHAPTER I 


The Young Go First 

A REGIMENTED GENERATION 


AT rigid, almost immobile, at- 
tention they stand, 47,000 
brown - shir ted boys and 
white-waisted girls — 47, 000 Hitler 
Youths — assembled in an immense 
N iiVenberg stadium on September 
12, 1936, the third day of the Nazi 
Party's annual congress. Here and 
there the great masses of brown and 
white are spangled by blotches of 
blue, the distinguishing color of 
the naval contingents of the Hitler 
Youth- Hundreds upon hundreds of 
Swastika banners flutter briskly in 
the fall air. Warplanes roar close 
overhead. * „ 

Suddenly, the sharp notes of 
bugles pierce the air. Upwards shoot 
47,000 young hands, fingers straight 
and taut. And they remain uplifted 
as “Der Fuhrer” hurries nervously 
down the center aisle, followed at a 
respectful distance by Baldur von 
Schirach, Reich Youth leader, and 
Rudolf Hess, Nazi Party deputy. 

Not a voice speaks, not a body 
stirs, as Hitler and his aides ascend 
the lofty tribune at the end of the 
stadium. Nor is there anything but 
utter silence in the audience as a few 
minutes later Hi tier opens his speech 
from the rostrum with words of the 
utmost significance. 

The old guard that has built up this new 
Reich is already ageing and one day from 
the strain of battle and sorrow it must pass 
on. Then the New Germany will have to 
rely on your generations. I know you will 
grow up to be men like your fathers and 
brothers of the last war. 


But there is unrestrained applause 
when Hitler, climaxing his address, 
tells these 47,000 Hitler Youths that 
they must be ready for war with So¬ 
viet Russia, characteristically sweep¬ 
ing his arms upward as he tells them 
this. 

Let him carry his Soviet star, we will con¬ 
quer with the sign of the Swastika. If the 
hour ever comes when our old adversary 
makes an attempt upon us you will be 
standing beside, behind, and before me and 
will help me fight. (Associated Press , Sep¬ 
tember 12, 1936.) 

[indeed long before the Nazis gain¬ 
ed prominence the reactionaries, 
conscious of the military as well as 
political importance to them of the 
complete militarization of youth, 
established the Young Steel Helmets 
or Jungstahlhehn, nationalistic and 
militaristic predecessor of the Hitler 
Youth?/An official publication tells 
us this in connection with the origin 
of the Young Steel Helmets. 

The far seeing leaders soon realized that 
Lhc struggle for the internal and external 
liberation of Germany must become a 
mighty rising of the whole people, a strug¬ 
gle which could not£e fought by ex-soldiers 
alone. Thcrcfore,£gach year the youth of 
Germany must be taken into the movement 
in order to be able to carry on the struggle 
in the future^] (Jahrbuch der Deutschcn 
Jugend , Jugcndeutschland-Verlag, Berlin, 
1934 , PP- 17-18.) 

That the Hitler Youth is prepar¬ 
ing for the military ‘‘struggle in the 
future” was plainly indicated by 
Hitler when he told 47,000 of its 
members that he was confident that 
they would “grow up to be men like 
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your fathers and brothers of the last 
war” and would be “standing be¬ 
side, behind and before me and will 
help me fight.” 

And when in the same speech he 
stated thatQfhe New Germany will 
have to rely on your generations^!]]^ 
equally plainly admitted that it is 
through the Hitler Youth, knowing 
nought but the virtues of fascism 
and the vices of democracy, that he 
expects to securely fasten Nazism on 
the back of Germany!} In an unre¬ 
strained mood of ecstatic wish-ful¬ 
fillment, his lieutenant, Baldur von 
Schirach, Hitler Youth chief, proph¬ 
esied that the existence of the Nazi 
regime “is guaranteed for thousands 
of years ahead, thanks to the fact 
that a young generation will always 
arise, and with the guidance of the 
Hitler Youths, will proclaim the old 
fighting aims of National Socialism, 
and endeavor to realize them to the 
utmost of its power.” ( Volkischer 
Beobachter, April, 1934.) 

In its efforts toward achieving its 
military and political end at all 
costs, the Hitler Youth has swept 
aside all democratic nonsense about 
the rights and desires of the individ¬ 
ual, has made the minds and bodies 
of its members mere tools of Hitler's 
Nazi regime. “It is indeed our pride,” 
von Schirach once told several hun¬ 
dred officers gathered in the Cathe¬ 


dral of Braunschweig, “that we are 
not an institution of the State for 
Youth, but an organization of Youth 
for The State.” ( The Hitler Youth, 
October 28, 1935.) Members of the 
Hitler Youth must serve the State at 
all times, must fight for it, must be 
subservient to its every will and 
whim. They can justify their lives 
only in those terms. The individual 
counts only insofar as he serves Hit¬ 
ler’s purposes; when he ceases to do 
so he becomes a traitor. Der Fuhrer 
Uber AllesI — this is the Hitler 
Youths’ reason for existence. 

“Youth has no rights, it has only 
a duty—a duty greater than right.” 
This was von Schirach’s reply to an 
article in Das Junge Deutschland, 
No. 4, August, 1934, complaining 
that in the Labor Service camps the 
inmates worked between 11 and 16 
hours a day. 

_And there can be no denying that 
the Hitler Youth has been spectacu¬ 
larly successful in propagandizing 
and terrorizing its members into 
willingness to follow Hitler to war, 
to political barbarism. Shortly after 
the murder of George Strasser—one 
of Strasser's sons, a member of the 
Hitler Youth, was asked by a fellow- 
youth what he thought of Hitler, his 
father's murderer. The boy blurted 
out tensely: “He i_s our Leader in 
spite of everything.”] 




BABES IN ARMS 

T HAT the majority of people holocaust, that they were nauseated 
had had their fill of war, that by war and its concomitant brutali- 
they had been taught a ter- ties—this Hitler saw very early. And 
rible and costly lesson by the last he could not but realize that his war 
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objectives would never, no matter 
how powerful or subtle his propa¬ 
ganda, be furthered by those who 
had lived through the hell of the 
World War. 

[On the other hand, he perceived 
that if he could but cotmteract the 
anti-war influences of the older gen¬ 
erations over the younger, if he 
could militarize, physically and psy¬ 
chologically, those who had not 
known war, he could ignore those 
who had gone before. What matter 
if he could not gain the support of 
the older generation — they, after 
all, were pretty much out of the pic¬ 
ture, they could be of little service 
in the war of tomorrow. It is the 
young, not the old, who count in 
war. Mars needs vigorous young 
blood not watery old bloodj 

Hence, Hitler proceeded to in¬ 
tensively prepare Germany’s young 
for war through that gigantic mili¬ 
tary incubator^ the Hitler Youth, a 
monopolistic organization which 
has in its grip upwards of 6,000,000 
young people of both sexesj (Man¬ 
chester Guardian, July, 1936.) 

When some of the military char¬ 
acteristics of the organization first 
leaked out late in 1933, its generalis¬ 
simo, Baldur von Schirach, of whom 
more will be said elsewhere, became 
frantically anxious to convince the 
world that it was grossly misinform¬ 
ed. To all and sundry, he proclaim¬ 
ed at the Reich congress of the or¬ 
ganization, in December, 1933, that 
“social work” was its high objective. 
Before the Hitler Youth of •Bruns¬ 
wick during the same month, he 
became incriminatingly rhetorical. 

While we have wanted nothing 
more than to be an organization of 


comrades,” he petulantly cried, “a 
section of the world is saying that we 
wanted to be soldiers. In reality we 
are wearing this uniform not in or¬ 
der to wage war; we regard it rather 
as the dress of the New Socialism*!!-) 
(Leipziger Neuste Nachrichten, De¬ 
cember 7, 1933.) 

For all their deliberate ambiguity, 
these words hid nothing from those 
who know that “the New Socialism” 
means the new militarism. Almost 
on the heels of von Schirach’s state¬ 
ment came an order which officially 
conceded that upon Nazi “assump¬ 
tion of power it became customary 
for members of the youth associa¬ 
tions to wear arms with service dress” 
but which discouraged their future 
public display. Herr von Schirach 
could conceivably have convinced 
the world that the arms “with ser¬ 
vice dress” were not originally des¬ 
tined for war on the battlefield—if 
he had been willing to admit that 
they were intended for, and actually 
used in, domestic Nazi terrorism. As 
recently as the Fall of 1935, he was 
still brazenly evasive. 

In contrast to many other countries, Ger¬ 
many does not use military weapons at all 
in the training of its youth. The shooting, 
which is taught to a very modest extent in 
the Hitler Youth leaders training schools, 
is of a purely sporting character. The physi¬ 
cal development of the Hitler Youth is a 
good all-round sporting development. ( Fas¬ 
cist QjiarLcrly, October, 1935.) 

It is comforting to be assured that 
like cricket at Eton and hockey at 
Madison Square Garden, Hitler 
Youth shooting Lof a “purely sport¬ 
ing character.” [But loudly as the 
protests reverberate and discreetly as 
the orders may be worded, they can¬ 
not refute the mass of documented 
evidence herein presented that the 
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major purpose of the Hitler Youth 
is the thorough-going militarization 
of young Germany. In moments less 
wary and publications less promi¬ 
nent, Nazi military and political 
ficials have themselves admitted thisj 
j A high official of the War Min¬ 
istry, Herr Kayser, has bluntly de¬ 
clared that “The Reichswehr ex¬ 
pects three things of the education 
given by the Hitler Youth and in the 
future by the proposed Youth Ser¬ 
vice: control of the will, control of 
the body and control of the environ¬ 
ment.” (Deutsches Wollen , January. 
17, x 93G.) More boldly put, the 
Reichswehr wants the Hitler Youth 
to see to it that its members get all 
the military discipline and knowl¬ 
edge given to Army recruits. And a 
Nazi journal contributes more light. 
“The Hitler Youth derives from the 
grey army of the World War. Its pre¬ 
cursor is no Wandervogcl — leader 
of yore, no matter liow congenial; its 
precursor is that same corporal of 
the World War who today is its 
leader and that of the whole Ger¬ 
man Pebple/j (Angrijfj November, 

' 933 -) 

Indeed in an effort to make Hitler 
Youth militarization palatable for 
those who sincerely desire literal, 
not figurative, National Socialism, 
Herr von Schirach has ingeniously 
defined Socialism in terms of war: 

In the war, in the front line, socialism of 
action was born, where soldiers forgot their 
interests, their class, their religion and were 
Germans only. The true idea of our nation 
was given to our fathers and brothers in the 
baLties of the World War when they ex¬ 
perienced the birth of German Socialism. 

National Socialism has never gone 
beyond that stage—collective blood¬ 
shed. 


[jiven less disputable than official 
statements is the actual program 
of Hitler Youth military training, 
which consists of military drill, rifle 
shooting, parades and marches, first 
aid lessons, cross-country hikes, phys¬ 
ical exercises, nationalistic and mili¬ 
taristic lectures and, most important 
of all “Army Sports” and “Land 
Sports.” Hand grenade throwing, 
gliding and gas manoeuvres are also 
part of the regular activities, reports 
indicate. It has been stated that 
every Hitler Youth over sixteen is 
capable of passing both certificates 
A and B of the British Officers Train¬ 
ing Corp^j (Manchester Guardian , 
July, 1936.) 

The so-called “holiday” camps in 
which Hitler Youths must spend be¬ 
tween four and six weeks every sum¬ 
mer are virtual Reichswehr garri¬ 
sons. Death certainly takes his holi¬ 
day in these camps. An account of 
life in a camp in Borkum, a North 
Sea island, clearly suggests as much. 

Throwing hand-grenades is very strenu¬ 
ous. Nevertheless one hour is frequently de¬ 
voted to this. We have wooden hand-gren¬ 
ades weighting 800 grams and weighted at 
the bottom with an iron ring. After a pre¬ 
cise study of the hand-grenade, we throw 
them into the dunes from every possible 
position, standing, lying, behind a wall, 
against a wall, etc. But we find this exercise 
great fun. It is a great deal a question of 
speed and skill. (Dorlmunder General-An- 
zeiger, August 27, 1933.) 

However, Ilcrr von Schirach in¬ 
sists, gently but firmly, that these 
camps are delightful playgrounds 
for which German children cry—as 
American youngsters do for a cer¬ 
tain soothing laxative. Witness the 
heart-rending picture lie drew in 

* 935 - 

And many of the tiniest members wept 
bitterly on the last evening, at the close of 
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the camp, because the happy time was over 
for a whole year. We were able to comfort 
them: if last year there were roughly a mil¬ 
lion boys who slept under canvas, this year 
there will be two or three million. And in a 
time not too Tcmote there will not be a 
single Hitler Youth who will not spend at 
least three weeks in a camp every year. 
(Fascist Quarterly, October, 1935.) 

Fortunate these kiddies who, bask¬ 
ing under the summer sun, lovingly 
fingered rifles, lucky these million 
boys who slept peacefully in tents 
after a long sweet day of throwing 
hand-grenades and perpetual goose¬ 
stepping, bright the future of the 
millions who may look ahead to va¬ 
cations of war-play and dummy bay¬ 
onet attacks! 

Like these camps, Germany’s fa¬ 
mous youth hostels, inexpensive self- 
service hotels once patronized by the 
youth of all nations, have been made 
part of the Hitler Youth military 
machine. But a few years ago they 
were considered factors making to¬ 
ward international friendship and 
peace; today they form a huge net¬ 
work of military training centers. 
Upon returning from a trip to Ger¬ 
many, E. St. J. Catchpool, secretary 
of the Youth Hostels Association of 


it, “peace is a by-product of his or¬ 
ganization” and that “if all youths 
belonged to this or a similar organi¬ 
zation there would be no wars.” 
( N . Y. Herald Tribune, October 2, 
1 935 *) Von Schirach too has been 
anxious to have the world believe 
that the hostels are peace agencies; 
by way of proving this he points out 
that nineteen nations have copied 
the German hostels —(The Fascist 
Qjiarterly, October, 1935)—but ne " 
gleets to state that this was done be¬ 
fore the Nazi regime came into 
power. 

In cooperation with the Air Min¬ 
istry’s gigantic “Rearmament in the 
Air” program^clirected by General 
Goering, the Hitler Youth is not 
only endeavoring to create intense 
enthusiasm for aeronautics but is ac¬ 
tually directing aviation instruc¬ 
tion. Under an agreement made 
early in 1933, t ^ ie preparation of 
pilots by the Hitler Youth was ar¬ 
ranged by the German Air Sport 
Union and the pmplege of regular 
pilot training restricted to only those 
who had passed through the ranks 
of the Hitler Youth. 


England and Wales, reported that 
they had been “absorbed or co-or¬ 
dinated to suit the requirements of 
the present regime” and that Rich¬ 
ard Schirmann, founder of the hos¬ 
tel movement, was “working in co¬ 
operation with the new regime . . . 
arrayed in the ubiquitous brown Q 
uniform.” 

All the facts being plain enough, 
Mr. Catchpool’s account makes" 
it easy to understand why Schirr- 
mann, upon arriving on these shores 
recently, was anxious to convince 
America that, as one newspaper put 


The arrangement provides first of all for 
a preparatory period for youngsters be¬ 
tween the ages of 12 and 16, who arc to he 
trained in general sports with a view to 
strengthening their courage and resolution, 
also map-reading, cycling and motor-cy¬ 
cling in the dark, etc. 

An added feature is construction of air¬ 
plane models and corresponding competi¬ 
tions. The proper training of the youngsters 
takes place between the sixteenth and eight¬ 
eenth year in the pilot schools of the Hitler 
Youth. 

Altogether, seventeen schools of that kind 
are being organized all over the country, 
one of which—the Nurenberg-Hesselberg— 
will take particularly gifted pupils only. 
(General Anzeiger, July 28, 1933.) 

Training manoeuvres are camou¬ 
flaged or secretly conducted on 
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Reichswehr garrison grounds. There 
are in addition special courses by fly¬ 
ing schools in various communities. 
It was reported, for example, that 
more than fifty Hitler Youths were 
taking courses at the Boblingcn 
Glider School of the Wiirtemberg 
District. (Angriff, January 6, 1934.) 

Practice is supplemented ad nau¬ 
seam by glorification of aerial war¬ 
fare, especially during “Air Defense” 
weeks and through literature. The 
introduction to Our Home — The 
Squadron by Rudolph Stark, a 
thriller about aviation recommend¬ 
ed by Hitler Youth officials, reveals 
how both practice and propaganda 
can be effectively combined. 

In all sections of the Hitler Youth, young 
pilots gather in aviation groups, working, 
seriously and sincerely. Those who wish to 
become pilots must be absolutely absorbed 
by their profession. Aviation must become 
their home. How this feeling is acquired in 
military aviation is described in exciting 
fashion by Herr Stark’s book. (International 
Relief Association Bulletin.) 

Variations of passages such as that 
just quoted spread themselves pro¬ 
miscuously across page after page of 
fiction and non-fiction issued by and 
for the organization. The Hand - 
book for the Flitler Youth (Hubers 
Verlag, Munich, 1933), is essentially 
a volume of military training regu¬ 
lations. It urges the Hitler Youth to 
“fill up the gaps made by the terms 
of the peace treaty and (act) where 
school and home have neither time 
nor understanding to operate along 
the appropriate lines.” 

The handbook for the Jungvolk, 
junior section of the Hitler Youth, 
The Boys Service (Ludwig Voggen- 
reiter Verlag, Potsdam, 1934) gives 
detailed information concerning the 
military training of boys between 10 


and 14 years of age. Herr von Schir¬ 
ach states in the foreword: 

With this book you are being pledged to 
us. It contains everything which concerns 
your physical training. Don’t let it remain 
mere print, but turn it into practice. You 
have begun to serve Germany at an earlier 
age than former generations. Millions of 
young Germans think as you do. It is be¬ 
cause we want to become a people of men 
that we are standing in the ranks as boys, 
doing our duty. I expect you to prove your¬ 
self worthy of the trust with which you 
have been endowed by Adolf Hitler, and 
that you will be conscious of the honor 
which the service means even for the small¬ 
est boy. Germany is watching you! 

Elsewhere in the book Helmut 
Stellrecht, chief of the Training and 
Education Department of the Reich 
Leadership of Youth, calls upon the 
young to prepare to “fight more 
faithfully and more enthusiastically 
than ever anybody fought in this 
world.” And Ernst Jiinger, a favor¬ 
ite author of the Hitler Youth, writes 
that the opponents of war should be 
abhorred by youth as the very ene¬ 
mies of humanity. 

Those people who want to abolish war 
are just as ridiculous as the ascetics who 
preach against procreation. They are the 
real wreckers of culture. Nfay they ever be 
a laughing-stock to our youth. (Interna¬ 
tional Press Correspondence, February 15, 
1 935 *) 

The columns of Hitler Youth, a 
monthly organ, ordinarily ooze mili¬ 
tarism. Came the Olympics, how¬ 
ever, and they assumed a tone o£ 
sweet reasonableness. The results 
were ludicrous. The first page of 
the August, 1936 issue contained an 
article which attempted to “prove to 
the whole world that our organiza¬ 
tion does not prepare for war or play 
military games” and to demonstrate 
that, “We only want to make sure 
that some day there will be many de¬ 
cided and devoted fellows fit to serve 
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the Fiihrer." On the second page of 
the same magazine was damning ref¬ 
utation: an article which described a 
Hitler Youth military motor brigade. 

Equally militaristic as war train¬ 
ing and propaganda are the Hitler 
Youth songs to be heard all the live¬ 
long day. Let the tune be gay or sad, 
slow or fast, the lyric is always mili¬ 
tary. Here is music with a message, 
prattling with a purpose. One gay 
little song-book for the eight to 
twelve year old members of the 
Jungvolk Section of the Hitler Youth 
is crammed full with forty-eight ex¬ 
citing soldier-songs, marching songs, 
war songs. 

Forward, Forward, the hero-trumpets arc 
sounding; 

Forward, Forward, Youth knows no dangers: 
Germany, you will stand singing, even if we 
perish. 

Youth, Youth, we are the soldiers of the 
future. 

The bearers of coming deeds; 

With our fists we shall fell whoever stands 
up against us; 

Leader, we belong to you. (Song No. 2.) 

We are riding into the battle like proud 
eagles; 

Already in the distance the new Empire of 
the future is growing. (Song No. 16.) 
Comrades, we march to the field, 

Today we are alive, tomorrow we are dead; 
Comrades it has to be like that. (Song No. 
3 1 *) 

Only the one who is not afraid of death, the 
soldier, he alone is free. 


The world balances on the point of the 
sword. 

The one who wields the sword should be 
pleased. 

If you keep bravely together, 

You will compel fate, and rule; 

If you do not dare your life, you will never 
win it. (Song No. 48.) 

(The You?ig Folks Songs , Gunther Wolfe.) 

The older boys, the Hitler Youths 
proper, have songs better suited to 
their age and temperament, such as 
this one: 

Who will to the war with us when Hitler 
orders 

It will be fine to march when Hitler is 
leading. 

Advance! Fire! Load quickly! Let no man 
flinch! 

And laugh as the bomb explodes. 

It will be fine to march when Hitler is 
leading. 

(Songbook of the Hitler Youth , Vol. 8 of the 
National Socialist Song Books,Paul Schmidt, 
Berlin.) 

Youth can be drafted into service, 
shoved into battle, forced to fight- 
but without psychological drive they 
will be poor soldiers. They must be 
psychologically as well as physically 
trained to kill and be killed. This 
the Hi tier Youth officers have shrewd¬ 
ly realized, and realizing, have capi¬ 
talized the psychological value of 
martial songs. Reared with arms, 
nursed with songs of war and its 
glory, young Germany will undoubt¬ 
edly march eagerly to war. 


SWASTIFIXION OF RELICxION 


«>TAHE NAZI PARTY,*' Baldur 
von Scliirach, Hitler Youth 
Fiihrer, tells us, “has been 
proved to have better relations with 
the Lord of the Heavens than had the 
Christian parties which disappear¬ 
ed." (John Gunther, Inside Europe, 


p. 180.) 

Strange are the ways by which von 
Schirach's Hitler Youth has proved 
its “better relations with the Lord 
of the Heavens.” Attacking Christi¬ 
anity at every turn, denouncing all 
that, to the religious, is holy and 
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sacred, it has relentlessly harried 
and persecuted the God-fearing. It 
has done this through periodicals, 
broadcasts, demonstrations, through 
every means at hand. 

In a warning against an intensive 
drive for enrollment in the Jung¬ 
volk section of the Hitler Youth in 
the spring of 1936, the Bishop of 
Muenster boldly declared with espe¬ 
cial reference to Hitler Youth pub¬ 
lications “that if and so long as they 
are of the same sort as many previ¬ 
ously published essays and articles 
which aim at undermining the foun¬ 
dations of the Christian religion, or 
ridiculing the Catholic church and 
its practices, then they belong to 
such publications which it is forbid¬ 
den by the Christian conscience and 
the all-biding law of the Catholic 
Church, to read and to keep." With 
renewed emphasis the Bishop stated 
that those “Catholic parents who 
voluntarily put their children under 
the leadership of such persons who 
have made known their opinions, 
their sayings and their actions in 
the afore-mentioned publications in 
which they make manifest their 
markedly inimical conception of 
Catholic Christianity, will have to 
hold themselves responsible before 
God if their children thereby be¬ 
come estranged from the Catholic 
faith and Christian life." ( Kultur - 
kampfj April 1, 1936.) 

(At the instigation of their leaders, 
Hitler Youths frequently participate 
in the desecration of churches and 
the persecution of clergymen^ For 
example, in the Fall of 1935, Hitler 
Youths created serious disturbances 
in Duisburg at the Church of St. 
Joseph, raided the near-by Catholic 


Fellows' House as well as the head¬ 
quarters and hall of the Catholic 
Youth League and threw a crucifix, 
th eologi cal li ter a tu re, scr i p tur es, 
statues and pictures of saints into 
the courtyard where they set them 
on fire. A group of young Nazi wo¬ 
men, known as “The Virgins" of the 
League of German Girls, danced 
around the (lames singing a parody 
of a hymn dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary. When several police attempt¬ 
ed to intervene, they were set upon, 
thrown into their own riot-cars and 
driven off. ( International Relief As¬ 
sociation B u lie tin, November, 1935.) 

In April, 1936 a Hitler Youth 
band stormed the house of Pastor 
Bungarten of Saarbriicken with the 
assistance of Storm Troopers and 
forced them to be placed under 
“protective arrest"; a burning torch 
thrown at the pastor by Hitler Youth 
leader Ewartz seriously scarred the 
right side of his face. ( Kulturkampf, 
April 24, 1936.) 

They did not, however, come off 
quite so successfully when several 
months later, they staged a demon¬ 
stration against Michael Cardinal 
Faulhaber, Archbishop of Munich, 
in front of the Holy Cross Church in 
Greisen, shouting “Down with Faul¬ 
haber"! and “Down with the Car¬ 
dinal"! Upon attempting to prevent 
the Cardinal from entering his car 
after the service, a small but highly 
indignant crowd standing outside 
the church set upon the Hitler Youth 
demonstrators and gave them a 
sound thrashing before the police 
could rescue them. Many persons 
were arrested but all were released 
the same day. Nazi authorities were 
averse to publicity about the matter, 
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which would only have served to 
arouse more public indignation. (N. 
Y. Herald Tribune, November 7, 
1936-) 

In keeping with these tendencies, 
members of the Hitler Youth are not 
permitted to join genuinely religi¬ 
ous organizations. This ruling was 
made necessary, explained Baldur 
von Schirach upon its introduction 
in the summer of 1933, because the 
churches “did not limit their activi¬ 
ties to the circle of their own church- 
ly tasks/* (Paul F. Douglass God 
Among the Germans, p. 166.) 

Somewhat less ambiguous was the 
explanation offered when Nazi party 
officials of or above the rank of 
“community group leader” were for¬ 
bidden to hold office in any church 
body or religious organization be¬ 
cause “Hitler Youth and Student 
League leaders make no secret of 
their convictions that the time has 
come when the church must be dis¬ 
established/* ( N . Y Times, May 16, 
! 936 .) 

For all its anti-christian propa¬ 
ganda and activities however, the 
Hitler Youth has not been able to 
keep its members from attending 
church. In the spring of 1936 it was 
found necessary to order all mem¬ 
bers to wear the regulation uniform 
upon being confirmed during East¬ 
er. {International Relief Associa¬ 
tion Bulletin, April, 1936.) 

Through its namesake the Hitler 
Youth has, it would seem, direct con¬ 
tact with the Almighty. Speaking on 
Hitler’s birthday in April, 1936, 
Herr von Schirach said of the mem¬ 
bers of his organization: “They love 
the Fuhrer, whom God has given to 
the German people, and serve him 


faithfully and courageously, thus 
they will be fulfilling an inner task 
set them by eternity.** (Volkischer 
Beobachter, April 19, 1936.) 

It’s all quite simple: Hitler is 
God's gift and emissary to the Ger¬ 
man people and they serve the Lord 
who serve the Fuhrer. Rivotcd into 
the heads of the young constantly— 
in speech after speech—the deifica¬ 
tion of Hitler has taken on all the 
significance of a new religion, Hit¬ 
ler is indeed the Aryan God of the 
neo-pagan faith which the Hitler 
Youth has all but adopted as its of- 
cial religion. 

Wavering tongues of flame lick 
the black night as a group of Hitler 
Youths form a circle around a great 
bonfire and, half-marching, half¬ 
dancing, chant words such as these: 

I am a branch of your stock, a flame of 
your fire. 

I am a seed ripening in your earth, a leaf 
caressed by you. 

In every hour I am one with you, deeply 
bound to you. 

You arc in me and I in you. My German 
Folk, My German Land. (N. Y. Times, 
August 4, 1936) 

As the ritualistic chant melts into 
the night, Baldur von Schirach steps 
close to the fire and, mystic in words 
as in manner, delivers the “flame 
oration.” 

As the pure flame extends itself in a 
struggle against the darkness of the night, 
so must you German youth be a pure 
flame and free from all self-seeking, carry 
the light of your belief in Germany through 
the night and the darkness. When people 
will not understand the light flame of 
truth which you carry and embody, never¬ 
theless let it express itself! 

Make plain, beyond the religious Con¬ 
fessions and classes, the eternal truth of 
your belief in the Leader sent from God, 
and his holy flag. 

A flaming youth greets the Leader, from 
the mountains to the sea, and out of the 
night into the morning, 
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Adolf Hitler! Heil: Victory! Hcil: Vic- 
tory! Sieg-Heil! (Friends of Europe, August, 
1935 ) 

A “prayer** issued by the Hitler 
Youth Commissioner of the Depart¬ 
ment of National Socialist Doctrine 
for District 13, Hessen-Nassau, con¬ 
tains the essence of the organiza¬ 
tion's neo-pagan philosophy. 

We believe in ourselves as a part of 
eternity, as being equal and near to God. 

We believe in ourselves as the destined 
links in the eternal chain of the genera¬ 
tions. 

We believe in the eternity of the German 
people and in an eternal Germany. 

We believe in the truth of the National 
Socialist Wcltanschaung. 

Wc believe in the truth of our idea. 

Wc believe in Adolf Hitler, our eternal 
Fflhrcr! (Kulturkampf, August 21, 193G) 

As should perhaps be expected of 
a religion concocted to serve the pur¬ 


poses of the Nazi regime, military 
morale is extolled and war glorified. 

Several hundred Hitler Youths as¬ 
sembled in a Westphalian town for 
the unveiling of a monument, ap¬ 
propriately enough, to archangel 
Michael, were addressed by one of 
their officers: 

The ancient march order, which is pro 
tccted by our fallen heroes, reads: “In the 
decision for bloody sacrificing”. This arch¬ 
angle is leading the front of comrades and 
this front is formed by the warriors of the 
Reich who have only one enemy—the op¬ 
ponent of the Reich and its rulership. 

We do not want to speak the warm words 
of peace here. Our words arc dictated by 
the terrible appeal of war. Young crew, 
raise the hand of oath before the monu¬ 
ment which is dedicated to tire sublimity 
of bloodshcdding. (Lcland Stowe, Nazi 
Means War, p. 76) 

Up shot hundreds of young, taut 
hands. 







CHAPTER II 


Minds in the Mold 

THREE R’s ON THE DRILL FIELD 


T HE World War taught the 
German people, as Ernst Tol¬ 
ler pointed out, that the“peace- 
breaker is the state which teaches 
its people to glorify war." It taught 
them that the peace breaker is the 
state “which teaches its children not 
the commandment of loving one's 
neighbor but the art of destroying 
one's neighbor; which instructs them 
in the handiwork of the soldier; 
which lets them play an inhuman 
game with those hellish productions 
of our time, poison gases and gas 
masks." 

So acutely did they come to learn 
these things, as tragically true today 
as yesterday, that at popular de¬ 
mand there was inserted into the 
^Weimar Constitution of 1918, a spe¬ 
cial clause calling for the cultivation 
of “the spirit of international con¬ 
ciliation" in every school—a remark¬ 
able clause, in the opinion of Pro¬ 
fessor Gilbert Murray, president of 
the International Committee of In¬ 
tellectual Cooperation of the League 
of Nations.[And it was altogether 
a significant indication of the tem¬ 
per of the German people that the 
ten articles in the Constitution de¬ 
voted to schools, were principally 
concerned with wiping out mili¬ 
taristic influences in the nation's 
schools. 

Today cultivation of belief in in¬ 
ternational conciliation is a crim¬ 
inal offense. 


Today the spirit of international 
hatred reigns in the schools of Ger¬ 
many. 

Today martial psychology is be¬ 
ing riveted into the minds of the 
young with the persistence of a pneu¬ 
matic drill. 

Today school military training is 
far more thorough-going and calcu¬ 
lated than at the height of Prussian 
militarism. 

A nation geared for war, idola¬ 
trous of war, intent upon war—this 
is today virtually the cornerstone of 
the Nazi education system. Hitler's 
statements regarding education in 
Mem Kampf blatantly say or imply 
as much. The meaning of these 
words is plain enough: 

The educational work of the Nationalist 
State must consist in the first place in the 
training of healthy bodies and not in the 
mere teaching of knowledge.(Mental train¬ 
ing is a matter of secondary importance/’A 
people of scientists, of physically degener¬ 
ated, weak-willed and cowardly pacifists, 
will not be in a position to ensure its ex¬ 
istence on this earth, (p. 452) 

Our German people which today is ly¬ 
ing on the ground, exposed to the kicks of 
the whole world, needs the. suggestive 
strength of self-confidence. Qrhc entire 
training and education (of the young Ger¬ 
man) must be such as to convince him that 
he is superior to others.JHis own physical 
strength and agility must convey to him 
the belief in the invincibility of the whole 
of his people. The nation will only be able 
to rise again if it is convinced of the possi¬ 
bility of winning back its freedom. This 
conviction can only be the final result of 
millions of individuals feeling the same. 
The collapse of our people was gigantic, 
and our efforts will have to be equally gi- 
ganLic if one day we arc to put an end to 
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our misery. Those who believe that our 
present education for peace and order (in 
pre-Hitler Germany) will provide our peo¬ 
ple with the strength needed to smash up 
the order which means our doom and to 
hurl our slave-chains into the face of our 
enemies, are mistaken. Only a surplus of 
national will-power, of longing and ut¬ 
most passion for freedom will make up for 
what we lack. (pp. 456-457) 

The Nationalist State will have to con¬ 
sider it its official duty to train youth, phy¬ 
sically as well as mentally, after it has left 
school, and will have to carry this through 
with the State institutions. This training 
may take the form of a preparatory train¬ 
ing for future army service, (pp. 458-459) 

Into the brain of the smallest child 
should be implanted this ardent appeal: 
“Almighty God, bless our arms! Be just as 
Thou hast ever been just. Pronounce Thy 
judgment and tell us it. We desire liberty. 
God, bless our arms!” (p. 715) 

Those same high sentiments are 
of course expressed by Hitler's lieu¬ 
tenants in immediate charge of 
schools. Minister of Education Rust 
was perhaps the most succinct when 
he said, /‘The school must adapt it¬ 
self to the spirit of our magnificent 
Army^y (World Messenger of Youth, 
March, 1936.) 

Minister of Education Schemm 
was equally forthright about the 
duties of the teachers in this connec¬ 
tion in the course of an address be¬ 
fore 10,000 Prussian teachers assem¬ 
bled in Cologne. 

The task of the German teacher is not to 
give a complete education but to make 
fighLcrs of our German youth. The teacher 
must therefore be the embodiment of dy¬ 
namic energy, i.e. must be a 100 per cent 
National Socialist. (Prussian Teachers Ga¬ 
zette, May, 1934) 

Within the four years since its ad¬ 
vent to power, the Nazi regime has 
demonstrated in unmistakable terms 
and actions that it means what it 
says. Decree upon decree, order up¬ 
on order, have instituted a school 
militarization program the like of 


which the world has never previous¬ 
ly known—a program which, though 
in existence but a few years, is far 
more intensive than that of Fascist 
Italy. 

Bullets whiz around a group of 
French, British and American sol¬ 
diers — all cleverly designed dum¬ 
mies—standing immobile at the end 
of a clearing. Comparatively few of 
the shots, however, seem to hit their 
mark and the Reichswehr officers at 
the opposite end of the clearing be¬ 
come more imperative in their or¬ 
ders and counter-orders. 

Presently, the rat-tat-tat of bullets 
is replaced by the hurling of noise¬ 
less grenades at the targets. The at¬ 
tackers lie prone on the ground, hid¬ 
den somewhat from view by little 
mounds of earth. As they hurl their 
wmoden grenades, they lift their 
bodies with the awkwardness of 
novices. 

The scene is dramatically climax¬ 
ed by a flank bayonet attack on the 
dummies and the net result is, of 
course, utter defeat of the French, 
British, and Americans. 

Such a scene — reported by a for¬ 
eign military attache in Berlin 
—would be a grave matter were it con¬ 
nected with the training of Reichs¬ 
wehr troops. But how much more 
ominous when it is realized that the 
“attackers" were German school chil¬ 
dren and that such training has been 
part of the regular curriculum since 
the first days of the Third Reich. 

[So thorough-going is Army Sports 
training that it is almost equal to 
that given to regular Reichswehr 
troops themselves.J Indeed, upon 
completion of four years of Army 
Sports, a youngster is automatically 
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enrolled in the local regiment as a 
Reichswehr reservist. 

About ten school hours per week 
are given over to Army Sports: 4 
hours are devoted to infantry; 3 to 
machine gun and hand-grenade ex¬ 
ercises and 3 to artillary fire. Spe¬ 
cialization in one of the military 
branches is required after the first 
year of training. The best students; 
of each school (an average of about 
16 boys) are given technical train¬ 
ing fitting them to become non-com¬ 
missioned officers, of whom about 
half are actually selected as reserve 
lieutenants. 

Each school unit, directed by 
Reichswehr officers with special 
knowledge of handling youngsters, 
is officially connected with the near¬ 
est Reichswehr garrison, from which! 
it receives rifles, machine guns, and 
other necessary equipment. 

Apparently, Army Sports were in¬ 
troduced in September, 1933, when 
the Prussian Minister of Education 
issued a secret decree ordering sec¬ 
ondary school officials to establish a 
“voluntary working association for 
military sports.” Instruction in 
small-calibre shooting, military sci¬ 
ence, and field service was called for 
by the decree, which suggested that 
“moral pressure” be brought to bear 
on youngsters averse to “voluntary” 
training. (Dorothy Woodman, Hit¬ 
ler Rearms, p. 48.) 

Since March, 1934, when a decree 
made Army Sports training far more 
intensive than had hitherto been the 
case. Army Sports organizations were 
furnished with their own rifles, gren¬ 
ades and machine guns. Most of this 
equipment is now stored in school 
buildings. 


Among the textbooks used in con¬ 
nection with Army Sports courses 
are The Soldier's Primer and The 
New Military Group, both by Major 
Bade Zimmermann. These books, 
published by the firm Das Ofjene 
Word of Berlin, have run into five 
or six editions. 

Supplementing the direct war 
training of the young through Army 
Sports are various militarized aca¬ 
demic courses instituted, ostensibly, 
not because of their war value, but, 
as an antidote to the “Bolshevik ed¬ 
ucation of democratic days.” Such 
education was checked in the nick 
of time by the introduction of “en¬ 
tirely new subjects: military geogra¬ 
phy, the study of the frontier, race 
theory, etc.” (Dorothy Woodman, 
Hitler Rearms, p. 264.) . 

Representative examples of the 
curriculum, prepared for the high 
schools early in October, 1933, are 
as follows: 

Mathematics: Land surveying, ground¬ 
levelling methods, estimation and measur¬ 
ing of distances on the field. 

Physics: Ballistics, wireless telegraphy 
and telephony, Morse Alphabet, meteorol¬ 
ogy, use of mariner’s compass, astronomy, 
orientation and liaison service by night and 
day, signaling. 

Chemistry: Poisonous gasses, protection 
against gases, protection against air attacks, 
incendiary bombs, bursting bombs. 

Biology: General hygiene, especially of 
feet, first aid. 

Music: Folk songs, marching songs. 

Gymnastics: Obstacle races, climbing and 
crawling, field practice (elementary), ele¬ 
mentary commandments and signals for 
mastering, marching. (Germany Hitlerizes 
Schools, Count Carlo Sforza, Washington 
Star, October 22, 1933) 

The Nazis could conceivably pro¬ 
test that these courses do not consti¬ 
tute undisguised training for war 
but, the fact remains that this is 
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hardly practical preparation for civil 
life. 

The 1933-1934 school year found 
courses such as these, culled from the 
University of Berlin catalogue, typi¬ 
cal of lectures given in the larger 
universities: 

FaculLy of Medicine: Courses on Poison 
Gas by Professor Behrens. 

Department of History: Military Geog¬ 
raphy and Military Policy by Dr. von Nied- 
ermayer. Strategy and the Art of War in 
Antiquity by Professor Weber. 

Department of Science: Military Tech¬ 
nique and its Relation to Mathematics and 
Physics by General Karl Becker. Military 
Utilization of Electrical Means of Trans¬ 
mission by Professor Kiebitz. 

Gymnastic Institute: Maintenance and 
the Perfecting of the Military Aptitude of 
the Individual and of the People by Pro¬ 
fessor Mueller. 

Institute of Chemistry: Combat Gases by 
Dr. Baumgarten and Dr. Thilo. 

Among the textbooks used as the 
basis for courses in chemistry is 
School Experiments in the Chemis¬ 
try of Fighlmg Gases written by 
Dr. Walter Kinttof, high school in¬ 
structor, and published by Carl Hey- 
mann, Berlin. In an official preface 
to this book, Dr. Winter, an officer of 
the Nazi Teachers Federation, ex¬ 
plains the strategic importance of 
bombardment and poisoning from 
the air; calls attention to the book’s 
“experiments in the chemistry of 
fighting materials (which) shall en¬ 
able teachers to employ scientific 
lessons, especially chemistry, in the 
interest of the State and its defense”; 
and concludes that “it is of major 
importance to introduce these spe¬ 
cial subjects into all public insti¬ 
tutes and schools.” The author states 
that his book was prompted by the 
urgent Nazi demand for the war 
preparation of the young. “Our pu¬ 
pils of 15-18 years, who are not 


included in the actual army,” he 
writes, “will still have to defend our 
country in the hour of danger. . . . 
We have to make the young genera¬ 
tion thoroughly acquainted with the 
means of chemical warfare.” To 
what end? Dr. Kinttof isn’t quite 
sure. In the first half of his preface 
it is endangered national defense 
which distresses him. He concludes 
the preface, however, with “I here¬ 
with hand the book over to the 
public, wishing that it may help 
strengthen the idea of martial pow r er 
amongst the youth.” Surely national 
defense and martial power are not 
interchangeable terms. 

The latest and most “enlightened” 
methods of killing and poisoning 
mankind are cited throughout Dr. 
Kinttof’s 140-page book. By con¬ 
stantly reiterating that there is no 
alternative to war, the author leads 
his youthful readers to believe that 
they must choose between agonized 
death for themselves or for Ger¬ 
many’s enemies. 

This book, written in simple and 
straightforward language, serves up 
an impressive and extensive variety 
of poison gas delicacies. The second 
chapter notes that artificial poison 
fog liquids consisting of sulphuric 
acid have “destructive reactions on 
the skin and are very cheap.” The 
third and longest chapter deals cate¬ 
gorically with poison gases affecting 
and sometimes destroying eye sight, 
the lungs, the skin, the nose, and the 
throat. 

Phosgen is recommended as one of 
the most efficient gases because it 
is “invisible and has no irritating 
smell, so that a man who has in¬ 
haled a quantity sufficient to kill 
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him will not be aware of the poison 
until a few hours later, when the 
membrane of his lungs is destroyed 
and he is choked by his own blood/' 
Diphosgen, on the other hand, has 
the advantage of being the sort of 
gas which can be filled into bombs. 
Superior, however, to all gases, is 
Lost, “King of Chemical Weapons,” 
which cauterizes the throat, the 
wind pipe, and the upper region of 
the lungs, destroys the skin, and fre¬ 
quently causes blindness and death; 
shortly after Lost has taken effect, 
“the poisoned parts of the skin be¬ 
gin to itch, blisters with yellowish 
fluid form, and, a little later, burst 
open into wounds which become a 
festering soil for germs of every 
sort.” 

In addition, the chemistry depart¬ 
ments of the universities are produc¬ 
ing bacteriological war weapons, as 
a confidential circular issued by the 
Robert Koch Institute to the Hy - 
gienisches Institut der Universitat 
Berlin, and the laboratories of other 
universities, reveals. 

The technical colleges in general 
are looked to by the Nazi regime not 
for scientific contributions which 
could benefit humanity but, rather, 
instruments with which to destroy 
humanity. War specialists, not sci¬ 
entists, are the desideratum. Writing 
in the review Volk im Werden, Ern¬ 
est Domeier, looks to the technical 
college as “a spiritual centre of the 
total mobilization” turning out sci¬ 
entists and engineers “who will be 
able to realize the political and par¬ 
ticularly the defense aspect of their 
work,” for “the deepest—indeed, the 
only, significance of technical train¬ 
ing is in its relation to war.” Sup¬ 


plementing the militarized academic 
courses are intensive courses in out¬ 
right military technique. According 
to reliable reports it was on the basis 
of proposals of Professor Ewalcl 
Banse of Brunswick Technical Col¬ 
lege, adviser to Hitler, that chairs in 
military science — euphemistically, 
“the science of national defense”— 
were inaugimated throughout the 
universities in 1933. 

From December, 1932, to June, 
1933 at least 15 army officers were 
appointed as professors in the uni¬ 
versities. Early in January, 1933, the 
Berliner Lokal Anzeiger told of the 
creation of a military science depart¬ 
ment at the University of Marburg; 
the establishment of a similar de¬ 
partment at the Technical College 
of Strelitz was reported later in the 
same month. 

This elaborate web of military 
science professorships and depart¬ 
ments, was hailed by a Reichswehr 
organ as a notable step toward “com¬ 
plete militarization of our time” for 
“it is vital to give the people spirit¬ 
ual guidance and leadership through 
the strengthening of the officer 
corps.” ( The Military Weekly, No. 
47> 1 933-) The same journal reveal¬ 
ed that the University of Berlin Pro¬ 
fessorship in Military Science would 
offer the German people “spiritual 
guidance and leadership” through 
lessons in military technique, gen¬ 
eral strategy, the structure of the 
army, war-time transportation, war 
industries, naval training, aerial war¬ 
fare, and military law. 

Only the same tender regard for 
the nation's “spiritual guidance and 
leadership” could explain the fol¬ 
lowing subjects in the syllabus of 
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the Higher School for Politics in 
Berlin: 

DEFENSE POLICY 

NATURE, BASES and AIMS OF GER¬ 
MAN POLICY 

DEFENSE POLICY AND ECONOMICS 
AIR WARFARE and AIR DEFENSE 
NAVAL ARMAMENTS and NAVAL 
WARFARE 

CHEMICAL WARFARE 
DEFENSE POLICY EXERCISE 

The following subjects consti¬ 
tuted the 1933-1934 winter semester 
lecture program of the University 
of Berlin: 

Methods of Defense and health preserva¬ 
tion in peace and war. 

Military technique in its relation to mathe¬ 
matics and physics. 

Machiavclli as a military classic. 

Exercises in the geographical and political 
problems of defense. 

Poison gases in war for doctors and chem¬ 
ists. 


Chemical substances in war. 

Meteorology and aircraft. 

Introduction to the art and politics of de¬ 
fense. 

Lectures on the art and politics of defense. 
Seminar for defense study: Lecturer, Col. 

Gricse on War Surgery. 

The cultural achievement of the 
Nazis reaches from high to higher 
levels. Its best expression is epitom¬ 
ized in the classic words of General 
von Scekt who said: “War is the cli¬ 
max of human development. War is 
the natural culmination and last 
phase of mankind. War is the father 
of all things and marks at the same 
time the end of a period in the life 
of a nation and the beginning of a 
new era.” ( I.R.A . Bulletin.) 

The best realization, to date, of 
these beautiful ideals is Guernica 
and Almeria. 


THE “ARYAN” MYTH 


S INCE the theory of Aryan su¬ 
periority over the world is one 
of the major tenets of National 
Socialism, Nazi racial science, or 
Rassenkunde , logically is one of the 
major themes of education. It has 
not only been the subject of special 
obligatory courses but a phase of 
traditional studies. Whether rele¬ 
vant or not, it has been dragged into 
lessons in history, art, culture, re¬ 
ligion-even arithmetic. In the near 
future, we are told by Fritz Wacht- 
ler, an officer of the Nazi Teachers' 
Federation, it will dominate the en¬ 
tire curriculum. 

In changing the material to be taught 
and in the new schoolbooks to be written, 
the race-idea is the magnetic point around 
which the other subjects will naturally 


group themselves. The instruction of his¬ 
tory will be based on the National Social¬ 
ist creed that the construction of the State 
and the cultural feats of ancient Greece 
and Rome were creations of the Nordic 
race and that their decline could be traced 
back to the loss of Nordic blood through 
warfare, intermarriage, and, later, in¬ 
fecundity. In immediate relation to nation 
and race, arc natural history, religious in¬ 
struction, history of art and culture, the 
teaching of languages, and even the natu¬ 
ral sciences. The important result of such 
an education is the organic whole, from 
which all brandies of knowledge sprout. 
(Interview in Nationalsocialistische Partei- 
Korrespondenz, July, 1936.) 

In accordance with an ultimatum 
issued early in January, 1935 by 
Minister of Education Rust, Nazi 
racial theories have been made a 
basic part of all university studies. 
Students are required to devote the 
first two semesters of their univer- 
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sity course to the “racial fundamen¬ 
tals of all science” and to lectures 
on “race, clan, racial science ancl the 
historic development of the German 
people, especially in the last 100 
years.” A forthright report was 
enlightening. 

By ordinary standards the strange med¬ 
ley of theories that is referred to here as a 
racial science has not a very scientific char¬ 
acter, but is regarded as the only possible 
starting point for young men and women 
who want to avoid a liberal approach to 
knowledge and learn to think and feel as 
genuine Nazis think and feel. (N. Y. Times , 
January 20, 1935.) 

Law students must, according to 
a decree issued simultaneously, com¬ 
bat Roman legal traditions and cre¬ 
ate a “genuinely German legal sci¬ 
ence.” Apparently it was feared that 
the once world-famous universities 
of Berlin, Bonn, and Leipzig were 
contaminated by Roman legal sci¬ 
ence beyond disinfection, for law 
students were warned against at¬ 
tending those universities and ad¬ 
vised to obtain orthodox “political 
and historical introduction” at three 
minor provincial institutions where 
there were law faculties regarded by 
Minister of Education Rust as “po¬ 
litical shock troops.” A notable ex¬ 
ample of orthodox interpretation of 
law was offered by Professor Her¬ 
bert Meyer of Goettingen University 
in an address in which he charged 
that existing laws affecting stolen 
property were “Talmud-inspired.” 

To facilitate the study of Nazi 
race theories, Professor Ewald Banse, 
Hitler’s adviser on military educa¬ 
tion in schools, li^s produced an in¬ 
genious racial map of Europe for 
use in the classrooms of Germany. 
Through attractive use of colors, 
this map, four feet wide and three 


feet high, shows that the Nordic race 
dominates the continent. In his 
writings in this connection, Profes¬ 
sor Banse divides the world into fif¬ 
teen areas, the first of which is, of 
course, the “Germanic West” includ¬ 
ing Germany, Great Britain and 
France. Inconsequential “Germanic 
America” is rated as Area 14 of the 
world Prof. Banse devised. (Friends 
of Europe Bulletin, June, 1935.) To 
another scholar, Professor Hans 
Gunther of the University of Jena, 
should go the credit for the uni¬ 
formity of the enormous Rassen- 
kunde literature published since 
1930. (Frederick Schuman, The Nazi 
Dictatorship .) 

But the results of special racial 
courses and of Professor Banse’s 
maps have not been wholly satisfac¬ 
tory. Even youngsters who know 
their racial science from A to Z seem 
to forget the implications of their 
knowledge after school hours. A 
Hitler Youth publication complains 
that there is much amiss when “In 
spite of his thorough knowledge of 
the racial theory, he (the student) 
persists in driving around with Isa- 
dore Cohen or plays tennis with 
Sarah Lcwisohn.” Such disgraceful 
friendships are attributed to the fact 
that “racial science is considered 
merely as a new school subject which 
increases the ballast of memory and 
remains in the brains without be¬ 
coming part and parcel of one’s es¬ 
sential nature.” (“Racial Education 
in the Schools,” Hitler Jugerul Miin - 
chcn, November 23, 1935.) 

The very epitome of Nazi racial 
education is expressed in a book is¬ 
sued by Julius Streicher’s Sturmer 
publishing house. It is a colorfully 
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and horribly illustrated book of 
German nursery rhymes, written by 
Elvira Bauer, entitled “Trust no 
Fox on the Green Heath and no Jew 
upon his Oath.” 

The tone of the book is well estab¬ 
lished by the opening verse: 

When the Lord God made the World 
He also devised the Races; 

Indians, Negroes and Chinese 
And also the Jews, the evil beings. 

And we too, also, we were there: 

The Germans among the rest. 

Then to all he gave a piece of Earth, 

That it might be cultivated by their labor. 
From the very beginning, the Jew took no 
part in that work. 

From the very beginning, the devil seized 
him. 


Fie did not want to work, but only to de¬ 
ceive. 

He was marked top for lying— 

Learned quickly and well from his father 
the Devil 

And he wrote it down in the Talmud. 

The German is a proud man 
Who can work and fight. 

As he is so handsome and so full of courage 
The Jew has always hated him. 

Here is the Jew, you can see it at once, 
The biggest scoundrel in the whole coun¬ 
try. 

He thinks that he is the most beautiful, 
And yet he is so ugly. 

Thousands of copies of this book 
were sold in December, 1936, and 
distributed to children all over 
Germany as Christmas gifts. 


TEACHERS IN UNIFORM 


T HE teacher, the pivotal figure 
in the Nazi regime’s militar¬ 
istic education program, must 
of necessity have proper military as 
well as political qualifications. The 
official aim is the “soldierly teacher.” 

It was by way of manufacturing 
this ideal pedagogue that training of 
would-be teachers in military Land 
Sports through the Reich Curator- 
ium for Youth Proficiency was re¬ 
quired by a decree of January 16, 
1933, and service in the military 
Labor Service camps was made vir¬ 
tually mandatory in February, 1933. 

Even the seemingly inconsequen¬ 
tial decrees of April 20 and May 6, 
1933, requiring all teachers colleges 
to be called Hochschule filr Lehrer- 
bildung instead of Padagogische 
Akademie—a. change due to the bale¬ 
ful foreign connotations of the lat¬ 
ter term—were pregnant with mili¬ 
tary significance. How perspicacious 


were the observations of the Peda* 
gogisclies Zcntralblalt to that effect: 

Inwardly it signifies that the teacher 
shall no longer be trained to be a world 
citizen who shall educate youth in inter¬ 
national ideals but that he shall be a real 
Fatherland-binding force who shall bring 
the youth to a real German folk conscious¬ 
ness. Folk knowledge, defense geography 
and knowledge of the border lands are 
therefore the new training fields with 
which the student in the Flochschulc fur 
Lehrerbildung is made familiar. 

On the occasion of the dedication 
of a teachers’ training school in Lau- 
enburg on June 24, 1933, teachers 
were frankly hailed by Minister of 
Education Rust as “the StormTroop 
leaders of German education” dedi¬ 
cated to “rear up a Spartan race.” 
He further declared in no uncertain 
terms that “the school must be 
guided by the spirit of our great 
field-grey army and must see to it 
that the whole nation in its totality 
is brought up in that spirit,” warn- 
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mg that “those who are not ready to 
enter into this Spartan community 
must give up the hope of ever be¬ 
coming German citizens.” (Dorothy 
Woodman, Hitler Rearms, p. 262.) 

By September 9,1933, the Deutsche 
Allgemeine Lehrerzeitung could re¬ 
port that already “over a thousand 
teachers from Berlin and the prov¬ 
inces had had instruction on the 
fundamental principles of a reason¬ 
able and effective air defense” and 
view the resultant future of educa¬ 
tion with enthusiasm. 

As a result of this, we can now discuss 
with our pupils the relevant clauses of the 
Treaty of Versailles, and make clear to 
them the difference between the disarma¬ 
ment carried out by Germany and the 
armaments of other powers, especially with 
reference to air warfare. Such instruction 
can be given along with the history lesson 
and the lessons in citizenship, while air 
defense as a subject can be introduced into 
the study of several other subjects. For in¬ 
stance, in the geology or geography class 
when we are dealing with Germany, we 
can bring home to the pupils the appalling 
nearness of the danger, Germany’s vulner¬ 
ability from the air, the threat to our in¬ 
dustrial centres, the extraordinary effective¬ 
ness of air attack as a result of the increase 
in size of our great centres of population. 
In the mathematics class we can turn the 
lesson to air defense, for instance, by dis¬ 
cussing the course of a bomb after release, 
the speed of the wind, etc. The chemistry 
teacher can introduce the subject of chem¬ 
ical warfare and in the natural history 
class health lectures can deal with the part 
that the doctor will have to play. 

A month later, on October 6, Min¬ 
ister of Education Rust announced 
that training in the S.A. and the Ar - 
beitsdienst would be required of ap¬ 
plicants for teaching examinations. 
“The future teacher,” he explained, 
“must move and act like a soldier.” 
Supplementary measures followed 
in quick succession. 

On November 2, 1933, it was re¬ 
ported that the Prussian Minister of 


Education and the Supreme Com¬ 
mand of the Storm Troops had to¬ 
gether issued an absolutely manda¬ 
tory order requiring all teachers and 
would-be teachers to join the Storm 
Troops and obtain the benefit of its 
excellent military and political 
training. The decree further neces¬ 
sitated enlistment in the Labor Ser¬ 
vice camps, instruction in military 
sports and, to facilitate all this, con¬ 
centration of would-be teachers in 
“comradeship houses.” T eachers 
were ordered to wear their Storm 
Troop uniforms in school and at all 
outside ceremonies. (Kolnische Zei- 
tung, November 2, 1933*) 

In addition, teachers arc required 
to disseminate militaristic propa¬ 
ganda, to participate in school mili¬ 
tary exercises such as “protection 
drills,” etc., and to encourage the 
extra-curricular military activities 
of the Hitler Youth. 

Reward for enterprise in this con¬ 
nection is fulsome, and those who 
wish to see their bread buttered 
more thickly know that the surest 
way to favor is through military 
mouthings. The standing of Achim 
von Arnim, rector of the Technical 
High School of Charlottenburg, 
must have been considerably en¬ 
hanced when he ecstatically wel¬ 
comed Army conscription of the 
young, in a Nazi students' journal. 

Gone, he wrote, are the disgrace¬ 
ful years when high-school students 
and their teachers took no interest 
in military matters. The great tide 
of enthusiasm of young people for 
conscription is one of the happiest 
*signs of the times. But conscription 
under the Third Empire must be 
more strict than under the Kaiser. 
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In pre-war days money helped many 
avoid service. Students anxious to 
complete their education managed 
to escape through various pretexts. 
To avoid conscription many even 
mutilated their bodies or migrated 
to America. As a result there infil¬ 
trated into the army persons of in¬ 
ferior race. 

The one year of military service will in 
future only be the final rounding-olf in 
the use of arms, while route-marching, 
training and discipline, the beginnings of 
fighting and shooting service, and last, but 
not least, the education in military-politi¬ 
cal outlook must be seared into the flesh 
and blood of the young men during this 
earlier period. In this way is produced a 
soldiery which in the National Socialist 
State carries the shield and weapons of 
the nation in honor and greatness. (Der 
Deutsche Student, April, 1935). 

“Voluntary” service in the Reichs- 
wehr is mandatory for all teachers 
regardless of the importance or pres¬ 
sure of academic work. Recently, 
Professor Werner Heisenberg, of the 
University of Leipzig, a Nobel Prize 
winner and one of Germany's lead¬ 
ing physicists, was not permitted to 
accept an invitation to deliver a 
paper at the Harvard University ter¬ 
centenary celebration because he 
had been assigned to a machine-gun 
company in Southern Bavaria for 
eight weeks of “voluntary” military 
service. ( N . Y. Times, Aug. 30, 1936.) 

Those who do not show them¬ 
selves “soldierly teachers” do not 
long hold their jobs. Some 350 teach¬ 
ing appointments made in 1933 in 
Baden alone, one of the smaller 
German states, were apparently 
made because teachers carried over 
from democratic days lacked “sol¬ 
dierly” qualities. The lecture sylla¬ 
bus of the German universities for 
the winter term of 1933 indicated 


that several thousand professors had 
to retire because they were unquali¬ 
fied “to create and teach in the spirit 
of the Storm Troops.” 

The National Socialist Teachers 
Federation would have no reason 
for being if it did not facilitate, as 
it does preeminently, the militariza¬ 
tion of German education. “Arma¬ 
ments and National Socialism” was 
one of the major topics at a recent 
meeting of the Federation. (Dorothy 
Woodman, Hitler Rearms, p. 263.) 
In an address at this conference, 
Herr Stummerbach, first chief of 
staff of Armament Division No. 5, 
informed the teachers that “the ma¬ 
jor problem not only of the moment 
but of the near future is to place 
Germany on a war basis” and pro¬ 
ceeded to urge them to make the 
students of the land war-minded as 
a means toward putting the nation 
on that basis. (Hitler Treibt Zum 
Krieg, p. 462.) Aviation was one of 
the major subjects of discussion at a 
Bayreuth conference in July, 1936. 

Not unlike the federation in mili¬ 
tary policy is the “League of Ger¬ 
man High Schools.” In a declaration 
on the reorganization of the high 
schools, printed in May, 1933, the 
league stated: “We shall consider 
new forms of national education, 
such as labor conscription, training 
in settlements, military sport, bor¬ 
der defense, by youth organizations 
and youth leagues, also as our cause, 
for they are the cause of the whole 
nation.” (Frankfurter Zeitung, May 
3, 1933.) The same note was struck 
by the Association of German 
Teachers of History on the eve of 
the August 19, 1934, election, when, 
prostrate before the swastika, it de- 
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dared it saw in Hitler “the fulfill- and Empire.” (Volksicher Beobacht- 
meat of a long lasting struggle” and er, August 14, 1934.) 

“the hope for the future of nation 


SWASTIKA SCHOLARS 


I F the remarkable contributions 
of Germany to art, science, liter¬ 
ature, to a higher civilization, 
could be attributed to any one factor 
more than any other, that factor 
would undoubtedly be the vaunted 
freedom of teaching and learning— 
Germany's once celebrated Lehr- 
freiheit and Lernfreiheit— which her 
students and professors once en¬ 
joyed. However conservative or re¬ 
actionary her monarchs, their poli¬ 
cies with regard to academic rights 
were comparatively enlightened. 
Under the Prussian Act of 185a, rec¬ 
ognized until the advent of Nazism, 
the university professor was pro¬ 
tected against arbitrary political 
interference; he could not be trans¬ 
ferred unless he so desired or de¬ 
moted without the permission of a 
disciplinary court. Similar protec¬ 
tion obtained in other German 
states through law or custom.\With 
the establishment of the Weimar 
Republic came measures which be¬ 
stowed unprecedented academic 
freedom upon professor and stu¬ 
dent/ 

The Nazi regime has swept all 
this into discard. State ministries of 
education have been “coordinated” 
into nonentities by Reich law. By 
the action of Prime Minister Goer- 
ing and Minister of Education Rust 
late in 1934, Prussian and Reich 
educational administrations have 


been fused into a single Reich and 
Prussian Ministry of Science, Edu¬ 
cation and National Culture, em¬ 
bracing not only every phase of edu¬ 
cation but every intellectual activity 
even vaguely related to it: libraries, 
museums, literature, the arts, thea¬ 
ter, cinema and ecclesiastical in¬ 
struction. 

Legislation reorganizing the en¬ 
tire civil service and the retirement 
and promotion of all civil servants 
has abolished the academic freedom 
guaranteed by the Prussian Act of 
1852, usurped the educational privi¬ 
leges of the states and cities, and 
seized control of the teaching per¬ 
sonnel of the entire country. The 
Nazi regime has given itself the right 
to demote, retire and dismiss not 
only teachers and professors em¬ 
ployed by the Reich, the states and 
the cities, but high educational offi¬ 
cials as well. And it has empowered 
itself to promote and grant favors to 
reliable men. Dr. Charles Beard, 
noted American historian, could 
find no semblance of freedom. 

Under laws, decrees and administrative 
practice, the German educational system 
was “purified” and “regimented” from top 
to bottom. Hundreds of professors were 
ousted—retired on pensions, expelled with¬ 
out pensions, or driven into exile. The long 
list of eminent scholars forcibly retired or 
expelled is a veritable honor roll of Ger¬ 
man science and learning. It includes not 
only leaders in the humanities, to whom 
“political” or “social” taint might be im¬ 
puted, but also pure scientists far removed 
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in their interests from the turmoil of the 
forum. When a few professors resigned in 
protest against this attack on scholarship, 
they seemed to accelerate rather than di¬ 
minish the vigor of the assault. As the 
process of decimation continued, profes¬ 
sors who remained saw that they could 
only save themselves by paying at least lip 
service to Hitler, even if they were “Aryans” 
in research in physics or chem¬ 
istry. 

Administrative officials can discharge, re¬ 
tire, transfer, and promote at their plea¬ 
sure. Rectors of universities are no longer 
chosen by members of the faculties, but 
are selected by the ministry of education. 
Faculties have lost the right to control 
the admission of new members. The min¬ 
ister in charge may appoint any nian-an 
insider, an outsider, a foreigner or a Ger¬ 
man, a competent university graduate or 
a vigorous Nazi educated in “the university 
of hard knocks.” Thus all protective safe¬ 
guards against administrative removals, 
transfers, and demotions have been broken 
down, and the teaching profession stands 
defenseless before the administrative ma¬ 
chine. (.Foreign Affairs , April, 1936) 

International indignation at Nazi 
suppression of academic freedom 
became emphatically articulate in 
connection with the celebration of 
55 °th birthday of the University 
of Heidelberg, once one of the 
world's greatest institutions of learn¬ 
ing, in June, 1936. Soon after invi¬ 
tations to the celebration had been 
issued by the university's rector, 
wide doubt was expressed as to 
whether Heidelberg had very much 
to celebrate. 

A storm of resentment broke when 
the Bishop of Durham wrote a let¬ 
ter to the London Times suggesting 
that British universities decline the 
invitations. The idea was enthusi¬ 
astically received and indorsed, 
lirst. Sir Charles Grant Robertson 
announced that the University of 
Birmingham had firmly rejected 
Heidelberg's invitation. Then came 
declinations from Oxford and Cam¬ 


bridge. In America, John Lloyd 
Newcomb, president of the Uni¬ 
versity of Virginia, and Dr. Henry 
N. McCracken, president of Vassar 
College, promptly, firmly and po¬ 
litely returned the invitations they 
had received. Cornell and Colum¬ 
bia, two of the most important 
American universities which failed 
to follow suit, found themselves 
sharply criticized. Cornell’s accep¬ 
tance was termed “an insufferable 
insult" to founder Ezra Cornell by 
alumnus Hendrik Van Loon, who 
described himself as “a hundred and 
one per cent Aryan." Columbia's 
action was denounced by the Stu¬ 
dent Board of the college, by Roger 
Chase, editor of the Columbia Spec - 
tator, by the campus Teachers 
Union, by some twenty members of 
the faculty and by nearly 1,000 stu¬ 
dents. If, as Nicholas Murray But¬ 
ler himself had said, “University 
life begins left of the Rhine” (N. Y. 
Times, January 4, 1936), Columbia's 
action was somewhat hypocritical. 
Had Mr. Butler so soon forgotten 
that a Berlin institution he had 
helped establish, the German School 
of Politics (Deutsche Hochschule fur 
Politik), had been subjected to com¬ 
plete Nazification? 

While the storm raged, Nazi 
spokesmen righteously denied that 
there had been any attempt at stif¬ 
ling academic freedom at Heidel¬ 
berg and in all seriousness asserted 
that its sacred walls had remained 
inviolate. While insisting in one 
breath that professors were permit¬ 
ted to give the same sort of lectures 
as they gave before Hitler's advent 
to power, the university's officials 
refused in another to grant any op- 
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portunity to test the veracity of their 
statements. Finally, though reluc¬ 
tantly, it was admitted that profes¬ 
sors could say and do as they chose 
only if they did not criticize the 
Nazi State and its Weltanschauung, 
its world outlook. True, Nazi formu¬ 
las were part of the curriculum, par¬ 
ticularly that of history and law— 
but that, it seemed, was a matter 
purely of peculiar professorial 
choice. While not denying sweeping 
faculty changes involving the dis¬ 
missal of forty-four professors for 
“racial, religious or political rea¬ 
sons," officials endeavored to justify 
these removals on the grounds of 
general inefficiency. Besides, were 
not several professors permitted to 
teach, although they had Jewish 
wives, and were not those expelled 
Jewish professors tainted by no 
more than one-quarter Jewish blood 
graciously allowed to attend the 
celebration? Intended to explain 
away criticism, these statements only 
substantiated what the world knew. 

The wide-spread conviction that 
the celebration would be not an oc¬ 
casion for genuine tribute to Ger¬ 
man scholarship, but merely an op¬ 
portunity for bombastic eulogy of 
the Nazi state, was amply borne out. 
The opening incident of the sup¬ 
posedly academic celebration was a 
blatant Nazi military ceremony—ar¬ 
ranged not by the university but by 
Goebbel’s Propaganda Ministry. Ar¬ 
rangements had been completely 
taken out of the hands of the uni¬ 
versity and placed in charge of a 
special Propaganda Ministry bu¬ 
reau. An unscheduled surprise 
awaited American visitors ac¬ 
quainted with the $500,000 build¬ 


ing presented to the university in 
1931 by‘former American Ambassa¬ 
dor Jacob Gould . Schurman and 
other Americans. 

Missing above the entrance was 
the statue of Athena, goddess of 
wisdom, and its inscription “To the 
Eternal Spirit.” In its place flaunted 
a German Eagle, a golden Swastika 
and the inscription “To the German 
Spirit.” But both missing and unre- 
placed was ex-Ambassador Schur¬ 
man, who had been scheduled to be 
chief foreign guest of honor. The 
university's rector, addressing the 
assembled foreign guests, made no 
secret of the change that had trans¬ 
formed Heidelberg or the real pur¬ 
pose of the celebration. 

This celebration is a demonstration to 
the world of Heidelberg University’s will 
to be German. The great scientific achieve¬ 
ments of the past have lost nothing of their 
value, but in many cases they can no longer 
be regarded as guideposts for the future or 
as clues to future events. (N. X Tivies, June 
28, 1936.) 

Mere truth for truth's sake in sci¬ 
ence has no place in our universi¬ 
ties — such was the essence of the 
major scientific address by Dr. Ernst 
Kreick, professor of philosophy at 
Heidelberg, on this august occasion. 

It was altogether characteristic of 
the celebration that in one of the 
most impressive ceremonies, the rec¬ 
tor of the university was honored by 
the Nazi regime not with an aca¬ 
demic title but by promotion from 
the rank of Storm Troop lieutenant 
or Obertruppfuehrer to that of cap¬ 
tain or Sturmfuehrer. 

The whole affair was staged with 
all the flamboyant “characteristics 
of a typical National Socialist politi¬ 
cal gathering,” to use the words of a 
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N. Y. Times dispatch. Swastikas 
dotted every spare inch. Squads of 
students in Nazi uniforms marched 
up and down the campus. Party and 
military functionaries were in evi¬ 
dence everywhere. Not until the fes¬ 
tivities were over did an academic 
robe come into evidence. Virtually 
all the speeches delivered were har¬ 
angues in defense of one aspect or 
another of Nazi Weltanschauung . 
The attending foreign alumni “con¬ 
fessed frankly that so far as they 
could see old Heidelberg was dead 
arid had been replaced by a German 
training school for what are known 
here as ‘political soldiers.' ” (AT. Y. 
Times, June 27, 1936.) 

Whatever the affront of the cele¬ 
bration to academic freedom, Amer¬ 
ica became all the wiser for it. 
Eighteen of our most noted philoso¬ 
phers flatly rejected an invitation 
from the German Philosophical So¬ 
ciety to attend its thirteenth session 
in Berlin on September 21 to 23, 
1936. They informed Dr. Bruno 
Bauch, professor in the University 
of Jena and president of the society, 
they could not “honorably be pres¬ 
ent and by our presence condone a 
philosophical conference whose con¬ 
ferees are dc facto deprived of that 
freedom of thought and speech with¬ 
out which philosophy is but an apol¬ 
ogetic for the ruling powers.” Their 
letter was unusually forthright. 


Such distinguished philosophers 
as John Dewey, Irwin Edman, Al¬ 
fred N. Whitehead, H. A. Over- 
street, Sidney Hook, Alexander 
Meiklejohn and Horace Kallen were 
among those who signed the letter. 

It should be noted in this connec¬ 
tion that American scholars who 
wish to visit and study German in¬ 
stitutions of higher learning and re¬ 
search establishments can not do so 
with the liberty to which foreign 
scholars are customarily entitled. 
Such persons must undergo the care¬ 
ful scrutiny of the Nazi government 
and are permitted to enter the coun¬ 
try only if their intentions seem va¬ 
pidly innocuous. This was made 
necessary as a result of a request 
made to Secretary of State Hull by 
the German Embassy in Washing¬ 
ton early in 1936. Mr. Hull was 
nervously assured that “While in 
principle there is no objection to 
any kind of survey of German insti¬ 
tutions by subjects of foreign gov¬ 
ernments, it appears to be desirable 
that suitable applications should 
be presented, as early as possible, 
through diplomatic channels.” 
Wherefore desirable? To avoid, 
they averred, inconveniences of 
building alterations, graduation ex¬ 
ercises, etc., to the visitor. The 
possible inconvenience to the Nazi 
regime of critical American scholars 
was not mentioned. 






CHAPTER III 


Of Human Bondage 

CONSCRIPTION OF LABOR 


T HE Labor Service, established 
by the German Republic as 
a voluntary institution des¬ 
ignated to give work relief to the 
young unemployed, has been con¬ 
verted, under the Hitler regime, 
into a supplementary conscription 
army, in which every German youth 
has to do six months’ service be¬ 
tween his eighteenth and twenty- 
fifth year. After being enrolled in the 
army he cannot become a lieichs- 
btirger if he fails to fullfill this duty. 
The girls’ labor service is still vol¬ 
untary, but it is practically impos¬ 
sible for a German girl to find a job 
or to hold one without having served 
in the "Labor Army.” 

Labor camps have been created 
all over the country from north to 
south and from cast to west. The 
average camp has 1 Go to 180 recruits. 
Six to ten camps form a group. One 
camp in each group, the Stamm- 
lager or key camp, is larger than 
the rest. It has about 220 recruits, 
who are chosen from the most loyal 
members of the Hitler Youth. Its 
size and composition, as well as the 
military band that belongs to it 
make the key camp something like 
the skeleton-corps of an army regi¬ 
ment. 

The groups of each province are 
organized in the Arbeitsgau or 
district. The district commanders 
take their orders from Colonel 
Hierl, the leader of the entire Labor 
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Service. Planning boards are coordi¬ 
nated with every group and district 
headquarters. Their task is the plan¬ 
ning and preparation of work pro¬ 
jects. There are at present, forty dis¬ 
tricts, each composed of six to ten 
groups; that means about 480,000 
labor recruits altogether. The func¬ 
tionaries and paid officials, whose 
number runs into thousands, are 
not included in this estimate. 

The camps are ruled by strict dis¬ 
cipline. The following schedule 
from a north German camp gives a 
picture of what the life of the hun¬ 
dred thousands of labor recruits is 
like: 

4.45: Reveille. Morning drill in shorts and 
gym shoes. Cross country run. Wash¬ 
ing, fixing the beds and room, dress¬ 
ing in work suits. Breakfast consists 
of coffee (substitute) and bread. 
(Marmalade is scarce. There is no 
butter. Each man receives two 
pounds of bread every other morn¬ 
ing, which must last for six meals.) 
After breakfast the laborers’ flasks arc 
filled with codec and two ounces of 
sausage are distributed to each re¬ 
cruit for his lunch. 

5 - 45 : Roll-call. Hoisting of the camp’s flag. 
Marching off to work. Mostly, the 
route is deliberately chosen to be 
very long. A one and a half hour’s 
march is the rule. 

7.30 to 12.30: Working hours. (If the way 
to the working place has been shorter 
than one and a half hours the work¬ 
ing time is extended to make the to¬ 
tal eight hours.) Fifteen minutes 
lunch interval at 9.30. 

2 pm: Return to camp. Dinner, consisting 
of a vegetable soup (mostly dried 
beans, lentils or peas). Only on 
Wednesdays and Sundays meat and 
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potatoes arc served. After dinner 
changing into the so-called second 
uniform. 

3 to 4.30 pm: Instruction (in Nazi doc¬ 
trine). 

4.30 to G pm: Orclnungsdienst, military 
training under the sergeanL (UFM— 
Under Field Master). 

6 to 7 pm: Military drill by the commander 

of the camp. 

7 pm: Giving the pass-word and roll-call. 

Thereafter supper (again two ounces 
of sausage and some margerine), 
cleaning boots and clothes, mending, 
etc. 

10 pm: Bed time. 

Once or twice a week a '‘social 
evening” is held. According to the 
slogan of “strength through joy,” 
songs, jokes and stories, readings 
from “Mein Kampf” and other Nazi 
classics form the entertainment for 
the group. In the instruction lessons 
articles from Volkischcr Beobachter 
are read and interpreted, or lectures 
delivered on topics such as “Ger¬ 
many and Austria,” “Italy and her 
Mission in Abyssinia,” “England 
and Germany,” “The Peril of the 
Russian People,” “Spain's Libera¬ 
tion from Bolshevist Liberalism.” 
For those who have had some po¬ 
litical training the lectures consti¬ 
tute a source of genuine amusement. 
They have to keep quiet, however, 
and pretend to believe these con¬ 
glomerations of lies and ignorance. 

The atmosphere of the camps dif¬ 
fers widely, but discontent prevails. 
However, the occasional grumbling 
behind the backs of the superior 
officers should not be overestimated. 
In most cases where a revolt seemed 
to be breaking out because of the 
bad food or other hardships, order 
was quickly restored through free 
distribution of beer or by discipli¬ 


nary punishment, according to the 
mood or the mentality of the com¬ 
mander. A large percentage of the 
recruits are absolutely non-political 
and indifferent. 

The military training varies ac¬ 
cording to the different structure of 
the camps. For the key-camps only 
Hitler Youths with the highest phy¬ 
sical and political records are se¬ 
lected, while the camps from num¬ 
ber seven upward are “unreliable” 
and therefore pure labor camps with 
the usual drill but without training 
at arms. 

Marching order, cross country 
manoeuvers, technique of attack, 
tank defense and hand-grenade 
throwing are practiced in all camps 
without exception. All recruits, ex¬ 
cept those of the unreliable camps, 
receive special shooting practice 
(light and heavy machine guns and 
the army rifle, model 98) on the 
Storm Troopers* rifle ranges. The 
ranks from the Truppfuehrer up¬ 
ward have additional military train¬ 
ing outside the camp. 

Experts consider the Labor Ser¬ 
vice to be of high military value. It 
is said that the trained labor forma¬ 
tions are equal to regular infantry. 
Both training and organization arc 
adapted to military purposes. It is 
no longer a secret that the labor 
camps play an important part in the 
mobilization scheme of the army. A 
lately issued instruction bulletin, ad¬ 
dressed to all former army members, 
mentions the Labor Service key 
camps as points of mobilization. 

Hitler was not motivated by any 
social service or back-to-nature in¬ 
stinct when he corralled young Ger¬ 
many into the Labor Service; nor 
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did he sincerely see in it a genuine 
means of alleviating unemployment 
among German youth. The story is 
a much less simple one. 

Upon attaining power. Hitler was 
hard-pressed to solve the baffling un¬ 
employment problem which he had 
demagogically promised to eradi¬ 
cate. He saw he could not long stay 
in power if he did not make a gran¬ 
diose gesture, no matter how decep¬ 
tive, in the direction of the solution. 
He was confronted by a situation 
which could sweep him back into 
ignominy. 

He saw too that he could not long 
hold in leash the great army of 
young people who had helped to 
place him in power. They had been 
taken in by his speeches, his gestures, 
his promises — so much so in fact 
that many expected him to actually 
achieve National Socialism in its 
most literal sense. Words could no 
longer satisfy them, rhetoric no 
longer hold them. 

And, lastly, he realized that nei¬ 
ther the German people nor the 
German youth would consciously 
further his war plans, that they 
might bluntly reject outright mili¬ 
tarism and indeed the Nazi regime 
itself, if once they saw that "the final 
outcome of all policies of Fascism, 
of all its chauvinist, nationally ex¬ 
clusive, aggressive and domination 
seeking policies, can only be war.” 
(Dutt, R. Palme, Fascism and Social 
Revolution, 1935, p. 233.) 

Here were three stupendous and 
harassing problems which in them¬ 
selves could make short shrift of 
Hitler and his cohorts. To delay 
demagogically was impossible. Some¬ 
thing had to be done and done 


quickly. It might be merely a matter 
of weeks, of months, before the Nazi 
regime would find itself split on this 
three-horned dilemma. 

There can be no denying that 
when, at this point, Hitler seized 
upon the Labor Service — which, 
ironically enough, had been intro¬ 
duced by Briining's centrist admin¬ 
istration—as a major instrument of 
policy, he made an unusually adroit 
move. 

By simply enlisting—through "vol¬ 
untary” compulsion at first, through 
forcible retirement, later —Ger¬ 
many’s youth into the camps, he 
broadcast the impression that he had 
actually done a good deal toward 
ending the unemployment of the 
younger generation. At one fell 
swoop he not only seemed to have 
put several hundred thousand unem¬ 
ployed youths to work but, in addi- « 
tion, and this impressed the country 
almost as much, to have made jobs 
for a sizable number of unemployed 
family heads by requiring those 
young people who did hold positions 
to surrender them and enter the 
camps. And he proceeded to assidu¬ 
ously nurse this impression at home 
and abroad by means of persisent 
and emphatic propaganda. A no¬ 
table example of such propaganda, 
a report submitted to the Interna¬ 
tional Labor Office of the League of 
Nations, went so far as to assert that 
the Labor Service had been an im¬ 
portant factor in reducing unem¬ 
ployment among young people, male 
and female, between 18 and 24 years 
of age from 1,150,966 in 1933 to 
372,696 in 1934, a remarkable de¬ 
crease of 67.6 per cent. 

Even usually perspicacious for- 
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eign journalists have accepted such 
alleged facts. The N. Y. Herald Trib¬ 
une once went so far as to announce: 

LABOR CAMPS REMOVE GERMAN 
IDLE OFF STREETS 
Puts Them to Work to Earn Wages 
Rather than a Dole 

The Berlin correspondent of the 
AT. Y. Tunes served Hitler’s purpose 
equally well—though equally uncon¬ 
sciously — when he reported that an 
analysis of the Reich Labor Office 
"gives the lie to the common idea 
that German youth has been hit 
hardest by the economic plight.” 
(N . Y. Times, January 17, 1935.) 

Actually, however, Hitler has 
done nothing whatsoever to honestly 
solve the youth unemployment prob¬ 
lem. He has concocted merely a 
great illusion. By no stretch of the 
imagination can Labor Service duty 
be considered employment, except¬ 
ing in the sense that Hitler likes to 
use that term. It is the established 
opinion of economists the world 
over that only regular work at reg¬ 
ular wages can be considered as 
employment; neither circumstance 
obtains in the Labor Service. 

What is of paramount importance about 
the German Youth Labor Service is that it 
is no solution of the problem of unemploy¬ 
ment. 

It does ease the strain on the labor mar¬ 
ket by providing the camps as a buffer 
between school days and the search for 
employment. It does recondition and disci¬ 
pline the young, and give the brain worker 
some understanding of manual labor. But 
after his training period the young worker 
is still faced with the problem of finding a 
job. Moreover, he has received in camp no 
instruction in a skilled trade, which would 
make the search for work easier. The un- 
happiest men in the German Labor Ser¬ 
vice today are those who have served their 
time and yet wait on in the camps, afraid 
to leave the security there for an outside 
world where, as unskilled laborers, they’ 


could not earn much more than they do 
in camp, where their food, lodging and 
clothing are provided for. (Cox, G. S. “In 
a Nazi Labor Camp: A Spartan Routine," 
N. Y. Times, October 28, 1934.) 

Upon announcing on October 8, 
1934, that Labor Service Duty had 
been made a condition of attendance 
at the universities, Secretary of 
Labor Service, Colonel Hierl 
blandly declared that this was "vol¬ 
untarily decided” by "the students 
of Germany.” In what manner and 
on what date they had done this, he 
did not think it important to reveal, 
but he inadvertently let it be known 
that the only persons party to the 
decision were the head of the Ger¬ 
man Labor Front and himself, nei¬ 
ther of whom could be called stu¬ 
dents. It was on the same occasion, 
at a time when enrollment was still 
reputedly voluntary, that Colonel 
Hierl vigorously urged "whoever is 
a regular fellow does not wait until 
he is called by the law of the State, 
but follows the law in his own breast 
which tells him to do his duty for 
the people and the Fatherland.” 
(Volkischer Beobachter, October 9, 
1934.) Increasing unwillingness to 
submit to compulsory enrollment 
necessitates today persistent "urg¬ 
ing,” more vigorous in nature. 

The only persons not expected to 
be "regular fellows” are "undesir¬ 
ables” who have been active in the 
church youth movement, in trade 
union work, in Social Democratic 
groups, in Communist organizations 
and perhaps with good reason: they 
are not likely to behave like "regu¬ 
lar fellows” when enrolled. The 
Labor Service law explicitly ex¬ 
cludes persons who are subject to 
the regulations of "safekeeping cot- 
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rcction”; persons who have been 
sentenced for seditious activities and 
persons who have been expelled 
from Nazi organizations because of 
“dishonorable” actions. In brief, 
the Nazi government has been con¬ 
siderate enough to exclude persons 
who might expose the Labor Ser¬ 
vice for what it really is. 

Absolutely no wages are paid for 
the work of the Labor Service youth; 
the few cents he does get per day 
cannot even suffice as pin money. 
The young Englishman who spent 
three weeks in a camp near Han¬ 
nover tells us that enrollees were 
given “only 25 pfennigs (about 10 
cents at present exchange rates) and 
from this, boot polish and soap had 
to be bought before anything was 
left for tobacco or other extras.” 
Be the facts what they may, Nazi 
officials would have us believe that 
this doesn't matter in the least. 
“The main issue with the work¬ 
men," as Dr. Robert Ley, head of 
the German Labor Front says, “is 
not his ridiculous pennies but the 
dignity of his position. It is ridicu¬ 
lous for people to begin to haggle 
about such little things.” But nei¬ 
ther Dr. Ley nor any Labor Service 
official sees anything at all ridiculous 
in the fact that Germany's big indus¬ 
trialists haggle with the Nazi regime 
to reduce even the 25 pfennigs. 
Upon the introduction of extensive 
recruitment, according to Johannes 
Steel, the Labor Service was “a devel¬ 
opment for which industrialists had 
hoped, for they expect that it will 
press upon the wage level and make 
a general reduction of wages pos¬ 
sible.” (Steel, Johannes, Hitler As 
Frankenstein, London, p. 71.) And 


it should be noted in this connection 
that the total daily food and board 
expenditure per enrollee is reported 
to be one mark and seventy-one 
pfennigs—thirteen pfennigs less than 
the expenditure for a convicted 
prisoner in Germany! (Henri, Ernst, 
Hitler Over Europe, 1936, p. 15.) 

Had Eli tier corralled Germany's 
youth into the Labor Service and 
then attempted to hold them there 
forcibly under the conditions just 
described, had he stopped at that 
point, widespread revolt would un¬ 
doubtedly have followed. How then 
has Hitler been able to make young 
Germany stomach the Labor Ser¬ 
vice? Persistent and powerful prop¬ 
aganda, supplemented by ruthless 
and terrible force, is the answer. 
Moreover, this very propaganda, so 
instrumental in putting the Labor 
Service across, has simultaneously 
been an extremely efficacious meth¬ 
od of keeping young Germany in 
hand, a problem which for a while 
threatened dangerous consequences. 
The illusion that the Labor Service 
is an actual step in the direction of 
National Socialism has been success¬ 
fully broadcast far and wide. 

Every conceivable —and incon¬ 
ceivable-propaganda means is trot¬ 
ted out at every conceivable — and 
inconceivable — opportunity. In 
camp and out, day in and day out, 
over the radio, in the newspaper, on 
the screen, young Germany has been 
given to believe that enrollment is 
the sacred duty and privilege of all 
who have the nation’s welfare at 
heart. “Youth has no right, it has 
only a duty-a duty greater than 
any right." This was Schirach's re¬ 
ply to an article in Das Junge 
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Deutschland, No, 4, August 1934, 
complaining that Labor Service en¬ 
rollees sometimes worked between 
eleven and sixteen hours a day. 
This is the attitude which the Nazi 
regime seeks constantly to instil. 

Labor Service propaganda frankly 
urges the youth of Germany “to 
abandon the alien conception of 
personal liberty in favor of Prus¬ 
sian discipline and subordination 
of the individual to the commu¬ 
nity.” And Hitler’s persuasive pow¬ 
ers are such that there is no doubt 
that many have come to fervently 
believe all this. As Otto D. Tolis- 
chus explains, “however odious the 
idea of a labor draft may be to Wes¬ 
tern minds, it is no longer strange 
to a Germany that has renounced 
the West and its liberaltistic philos¬ 
ophy,” for after all the “principle of 
forced labor is part and parcel of 
Nazi dogma, pounded into the Ger¬ 
man mind with a vehemence that 
breaks down all resistance; it is al¬ 
ready becoming as firmly rooted in 
the German scheme of things as 
military conscription was before the 
war.” Nor is that all. 

Among the forced-labor measures the 
Labor Service holds a special place. The 
others arc regretted as products of neces¬ 
sity. Rut the Labor Service is hailed by the 
Nazis as the greatest of their achievements 
and the noblest expression of their revolu¬ 
tion. It is being taken out of the class of 
emergency measures and being converted 
into a permanent institution—an army of 
“soldiers of labor" creating new national 
values that are to make Germany econom¬ 
ically independent of the world, and a 
training school for the nation’s yoiiLh to 
create that “new Germany” envisaged by 
the Nazi romanticists. (Tolischus, Otto D. 
“Young Germany Faces the Labor Front” 
N. Y. Times, January 20, 1935. 

A variation of this persiflage is 
expressed in frequent official pro¬ 


nouncements to the effect that “all 
youth” is serving the Fatherland in 
the Labor Service, regardless of heri¬ 
tage or station, pronouncements ob¬ 
viously designed to make the work¬ 
ing class or middle enrollee accept 
his lot with the consolation that at 
least the sons of the rich are among 
his perspiring buddies. ReicK Lead¬ 
er of Labor Service Hicrl has been 
demagogically loquacious on this 
point. 

The life and labor in the work camps 
tear down the old class barriers and pre¬ 
vent the growth of class pride and class 
hatred. 

In the Labor Service wc have freed our¬ 
selves from the “materialistic interpreta¬ 
tion of labor" which had branded labor 
with a curse. 

In this way we have made the road free 
again for working youth, who have been 
led astray by the deceptive picture of in¬ 
ternational class solidarity, to find their 
way back to us, to National Socialism. 

Out in the lonely camps, when the festi¬ 
val evenings arc in full swing, the core of 
national culture springs into being. This 
new, old culture sweeps away Jewish poi¬ 
son and patriotic “kitsch" and will develop 
into new National cults. (Volkischer Beo - 
buckler, November 3, 1934.) 

Naively enough, an American 
newspaper correspondent who vis¬ 
ited a camp at Sandtorfer Bruch, 
Baden, was greatly impressed when 
Arthur Stober, Mannheim Nazi 
leader, “recounted that even the 
sons of some rich captains of indus¬ 
try had driven up to the camp in 
their sporting cars to do their duty 
to their country.” That there is a 
world of difference between en¬ 
rollees whose world is safe and lux¬ 
urious and those whose world is 
dark and bleak did not seem to 
strike this journalist, nor did he at¬ 
tempt to verify Stober’s statement. 

The stupendous spectacle which 
the Labor Service put on at the 1935 
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Nazi party congress was perhaps the 
most impressive example of Labor 
Service propaganda. 

For an hour and a half Labor Ser¬ 
vice regiments marched up and 
down, up and down, in eight-col¬ 
umn formation. Behind the last 
two columns came a sea of swastika 
banners. Finally and strikingly, 
came two regiments capless and 
stripped to the waist—exemplifying 
youth at work. The sight of their 
bronzed and muscular torsos was 
greeted by a tremendous cheer. As 
each of these two half-clad regiments 
approached Hitler’s stand they sang 
their own marching songs. “We bear 
our country in our heart,” ran the 
essence of the first song, “for we arc 
the country; we are the dike protect¬ 
ing the people, work and liberty.” 
The burden of the second song was 
quite similar. “This is the hour in 
which we labor men, with shining 
spades, proud banners, bright eyes 
and happy hearts, march before our 
people and our Fiihrer.” As this 
song ended, a trumpet sounded and 
the bronzed regiments presented 
arms. Then a powerful voice near 
Hitler rang out. 

“Once a year the spade shall rest. 
Once a year there comes for us the 
time to stand before our Fiihrer for 
whom we work day by day. In this 
hour new faith is kindled.” 

In a great chorus, the regiments 
responded, “We are ready!” 

After another song, the voice near 
Hitler shouted, “No one is too su¬ 
perior”—and the sea of half naked 
enrollees completed the sentence, 
“to work for Germany.” 

“Each has the right and each has 
the duty”—chanted the voice. Again 


the enrollees repeated the refrain 
and all together sang, “Germany! 
Fatherland!” 

Then from amidst the enrollees 
themselves came a new voice, “We 
have carried you deep in our hearts, 
iionly could not say it in words.” And 
ithe regiments responded, “Ger¬ 
many! I ; atherland!” 

“We stood at the work bench 
amid the hum of machinery, yet our 
hearts burned to serve you.” 

“Germany! Fatherland!” came 
the tremendous chorus. 

“Then the law came. Work be¬ 
came duty. Now all stand side by 
side.” 

“Germany! Fatherland!” was the 
response. 

“The fulfillment of duty—that is 
not for us serfdom. We carry the 
spade in the service of the nation. 
We come before you as workers.” 

“Germany! Fatherland!” 

Then followed a song in which 
they told of the work they were do¬ 
ing throughout the country. Con¬ 
cluded the single voice: 

“But we throw back our heads 
and think of our brothers who suf¬ 
fered in the trenches and of the 
others who fought murder and hate 
in the streets. They could die for 
Germany.” 

This was followed by an elabo¬ 
rate ceremony during which four 
wreaths were hung on a memorial 
pillar, one for the dead of the Nazi 
cause, one for the war dead, one for 
those w T ho died while working and 
one for those who died in the Labor 
Service. By the time Hitler began 
his address, probably the most sig¬ 
nificant propaganda speech he has 
ever made on the Labor Service, the 
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vast audience had been whipped 
into a frenzy of nationalistic ecstasy. 

The entire ceremony was re¬ 
peated almost word for word, action 
for action, at every Labor Service 
camp in the country, involving some 
500,000 enrollees. Loud speakers in 
each camp broadcast the songs, the 
commands, the speeches of Niirn- 
berg so that enrollees throughout 
the country sang, marched, and 
listened as if they, too, were in the 
Niirnberg field. 

The following is a report written 
by a youth who escaped from a 
Labor Service camp. 

1. Work and Punishment 

Every division is given a production 
quota which is strictly enforced. In the so- 
called main ditch 8 to 10 cubic meters of 
material must be shoveled into the trucks 
in 6 hours and about 10 to 12 cubic meters 
in 7 hours. Even those used to hard labor, 
such as moving men, blacksmiths, ditch 
diggers, masons, etc., must exert themselves 
to the point of complete exhaustion, and 
the quota has been steadily increased. Now 
the daily production of the labor camps 
has been established as the general stand¬ 
ard and is used as a basis for calculating 
work quotas in private industry. 

The quantity of work is stressed rather 
than the quality. No one does anything 
when a supervisor isn’t present, but there is 
very little opportunity to shirk. There is an 
overseer in charge of each group who notes 
and reports for punishment to the camp 
director anyone who “holds up production” 
by stopping to catch his breath. For every 
180 workers there are 25-35 straw bosses, in 
other words, there is a “driver” for every 
5 to 7 men. The lighter forms of punish¬ 
ment consist of loss of leisure time, peeling 
potatoes, pumping water and cleaning the 
camp. Then comes cancellation of leaves 
and confinement to the barracks. 

About 20% of the workers must remain 
in camp every Saturday and Sunday be¬ 
cause they have not slaved enough or have 
failed to hold their tongues. Of late, dozens 
have had to work Sundays to make up for 
“lost time.” For a second or third offense 
the overseer takes away the man’s work 
book or makes an appropriate notation in 
it. 


The punishment that the troop leader 
metes out with his own hand, however, is 
usually even more severe. In retribution 
for his having to submit also, he admin¬ 
isters a horrible thrashing to the poor cul¬ 
prit and so indirectly cows the entire troop. 
This beating is usually administered with 
a double lash upon the naked body and is 
rivaled in ferocity only by the “proteclive” 
treatment in the concentration camps. This 
is the only means, outside of drinking, that 
the troop leader has of being revenged for 
his perpetually abused ego. This method 
of punishment is encouraged by the over¬ 
seer. 

Rest periods during our working hours 
are not even thought of. The sliced bread 
and margerine are eaten on the trucks dur¬ 
ing the course of work. Our protests are 
answered with the statement that “all this 
is nothing compared with what Germans 
had to put up with during the War.” This 
situation finally resulted in mutiny. A troop 
of about 15 men of their own accord 
dropped their tools for a half hour. Those 
who participated in this act were very se¬ 
verely punished and terrorized against for 
weeks. If the division, upon returning to 
the barracks after work, hungry and ex¬ 
hausted, docs not sing loudly enough it is 
forced to march and practise until with 
superhuman effort it can muster the neces¬ 
sary volume. 

2. Food 

The workers receive a daily stipend of 
about 2 marks. Of this 77 pfennigs are de¬ 
ducted for food and most of the rest is di¬ 
verted for other purposes. Every worker 
that can, brings food back with him from 
home on Sunday so that he may have 
enough to keep him from starving for half 
the week following. Former high school 
and college students had been living al¬ 
most entirely on food sent them from home 
and that was the reason for the German 
Student Group’s decree against students 
receiving packages. 

The relationship between the division 
leader and the men is a mockery of “com¬ 
munity spirit.” Our leader eats with us, it 
is true, but only stays long enough to taste 
the food, spending most of the lunch time 
in the kitchen. 

3. Lodging and the Sick 

Our camp consists of three simple wood¬ 
en barracks. All the inmates are constantly 
suffering from colds. A skin ailment has 
raged in camp for months, without anyone 
doing anything about it. One must get very 
seriously ill to warrant a bed in the infirm¬ 
ary room. Workers with festering feet, or 





42 


Of Human Bondage 


suffering from pleurisy or pneumonia are 
not properly examined by the doctor and 
sent out to work with the rest. 

4. Instruction 

We have not had any political instruc¬ 
tion for three months. For the majority of 
the workers the time spent on it meant 
nothing but so many hours of rest and 
sleep. There is supposed to be a night fire 
drill once a month, but Lhe chief, when in 
his cups, sometimes orders two or three 
drills in one night. 

Almost all the inmates are from Berlin. 
95% of them consist of people who were 
ousted from their jobs and sent here. Small 
wonder then that the place is not exactly 


to their liking. Every newcomer draws up 
a calendar, keeping a record of how man/ 
days he has to serve. In spite of the sad 
conditions at home all those who can go 
home on their leaves. As they have no 
money for car fare they often stand for 
hours on the highway, waiting for people 
to give them a lift. 

About 25% of the inmates are high school 
or college students, almost all of whom be¬ 
long to Nazi organizations. The majority 
of the other workers were politically indif¬ 
ferent when they came here, but experience 
has taught them a good lesson and made 
them more alert. Many of them now hate 
the Nazi regime. (International Relief Asso¬ 
ciation Bulletin, June, 1935.) 


CHAPTER IV 


The Disinherited 

UNEMPLOYED YOUTH 


R IGHT down to the eve o£ 
complete power. Hitler swell- 
ed his battalions by promis¬ 
ing the younger generation every¬ 
thing, but pie in the sky seems to 
be about all they can look forward 
to. In a speech as late as February 5, 
1933, he dispensed the most mag¬ 
nanimous assurances of employment 
to the scores of graduating thou¬ 
sands streaming out of the schools 
and into the labor market. Like his 
American disciple, Herr Fluey, Herr 
Hitler broadcast wide the illusion of 
every man a king. 

Commerce, industry and artisan trades 
offer professions enough; they also offer 
opportunities for advancement, so that 
every graduate on entering may feel he 
carries a marshal's baton in his knapsack. 

If the reference to the marshal’s 
baton was intended literally and 
not rhetorically then it must be 
conceded that Hitler has at least 
done everything possible to place a 
rifle in every graduate’s hands. But 
neither subtlety nor profundity have 
ever been of the Fuhrer’s outstand¬ 
ing qualities. Flow were jobs to be 
provided? The panacea was an old 
one: oust all Jews and women from 
their jobs. And many students actu¬ 
ally believed in it. 

Most important of all, he promises to re¬ 
duce unemployment, particularly among 
the intellectuals. And how? Simply by ex¬ 
pelling the Jews from all the positions 
they hold, and sending the girls back to 
the only duties for which, under the old 
imperial formula, they were fitted — 
“church, children, and cooking." (Peter 


Lieberknecht, “A German Student Speaks," 
The Nation , November 8, 1933.) 

Jews and girls were expelled—and 
along with them almost all of the 
comparatively few young men who 
were fortunate enough to hold jobs. 
Only a year after Hitler’s promises 
of marshal’s batons in industry, 
Frederick T. Bircliall reported, 
“Most of those under 25 years of 
age have been expelled from their 
jobs to make room for older men 
and have the choice of entering the 
Labor Service or joining the Army.” 
(N. Y. Times, December 31, 1934.) 

And by the end of 1935 matters 
had come to such an impasse that 
even a Nazi organ expressed grave 
anxiety. 

The lack of regular occupations among 
the youth of the Ruhr region during the 
last few years is becoming increasingly no¬ 
ticeable. When one considers that even at 
present there arc still young workers who 
were unemployed in 1932-1935 and have 
remained so right up to Lhe present time, 
then the gravity of the condition of this 
age-group becomes especially clear. (Ber¬ 
liner Bdrsenzcitung, December 13, 1935.) 

Officially speaking, however, there 
is today no unemployment among 
the young. Robert Z. Ripley himself 
would not believe it: the millions of 
jobless youth are officially non-ex¬ 
istent. 

On June 16, 1933, there were, ac¬ 
cording to statistics submitted to 
the International Labor Office of 
the League of Nations by the Ger¬ 
man government, about 1,150,966 
young workers alone in the group 
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between 18 and 24 years of age who 
were registered as unemployed with 
the bureau of the Federal Office for 
Employment Exchanges and Unem¬ 
ployment Insurance. This number, 
necessarily small because compara¬ 
tively few had reason or desire to 
register, constituted 22.8 of the to¬ 
tal registered unemployed. Mani¬ 
festly, the figures included chiefly 
young people who had become eli¬ 
gible for benefits through previous 
employment and only incidentally 
a small number who had not been 
previously employed but who had 
applied to the vocational guidance 
services for posts as apprentices. 

In view of the fact that only a 
small proportion of young people 
could have enjoyed even the bitter 
satisfaction of having once held a 
job, since almost the entire post¬ 
war generation had grown up in a 
Germany in which unemployment 
increased from year to year, and 
because there were few if any jobs 
for mature and experienced work¬ 
ers, let alone for the young and the 
inexperienced—in view of all these 
facts there is ample reason to believe 
that there were far more, possibly 
several million more, unemployed 
than was indicated by the figure 
1,150,966. 

Those who were likely to register 
with the Federal Office for Employ¬ 
ment Exchanges and Unemploy¬ 
ment Insurance because they had 
become eligible for benefits through 
previous employment must have 
composed a small percentage of the 
total number of unemployed young 
people. The large majority weren't 
likely to register because, never hav¬ 
ing been employed at all, they were 


not eligible for benefits. Besides, 
those who were eligible must have 
been discouraged from registering 
by the curtailment of unemploy¬ 
ment doles. There are no indica¬ 
tions that the number who applied 
for apprenticeships could have com¬ 
posed a large portion of those never 
previously employed for the simple 
reason that such registration was 
purely voluntary, because appren¬ 
ticeships were few and far between, 
and because the general outlook was 
dark. Had their proportion or num¬ 
bers been large the Nazi govern¬ 
ment would certainly have made the 
most of it. 

Moreover, there must have been 
scores of thousands of young persons 
who were eligible for benefits, who 
might have wanted to apply for ap¬ 
prenticeships, but who did not dare 
to do so because of the danger of 
supplying personal information to a 
government which brooked no dis¬ 
agreement, no matter how slight. 

Nevertheless the figure 1,150,966 
registered young people in 1933 — 
small though it is — Is significant 
when we contrast it with the num¬ 
ber of young people between 18 and 
24 who were estimated by the Fed¬ 
eral Office for Employment Ex¬ 
changes and Unemployment Insur¬ 
ance to be unemployed one year 
later, June 16, 1934: 372,696 or only 
13.8 of all unemployed persons. 
(Wochenbericht des Instituts fur 
K on junk t urf orsch u ng, September 
12, 1934.) This sharp decrease of' 
778,270 unemployed youths is one 
of the most ingenious examples of 
Nazi juggling of figures. Careful ex¬ 
amination reveals that there had ac¬ 
tually been an increase and not a 
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decrease of unemployment in this 
year, that during this period young 
people found it more difficult to ob¬ 
tain jobs rather than simpler. 

How then the Nazi government's 
assertions? The 1934 figures, unlike 
those of 1933, simply ignore as un¬ 
employed the increasingly large 
number of young people enrolled in 
the Labor Service, the Agricultural 
Aid, the Army, etc.—in short simply 
ignore the large majority of young 
Germans. 

But even as the Nazi government 
pointed with pride to this official de¬ 
crease, it initiated a policy which 
actually, but not officially, increased 
unemployment even more. 

In the very month when it assert¬ 
ed that there were 778,270 or 67.6% 
fewer young persons unemployed, 
it proceeded to use this very decrease 
as an excuse with which to precipi¬ 
tate an even sharper actual increase 
of unemployment. It endeavored to 
show 7 that these figures meant that 
young* people were taking jobs at 
the expense of unemployed persons 
between 25 and 39 years of age, who 
composed 45% of the unemployed 
population as against those between 
18 and 24, allegedly representing 
only 13.8% of this population. Not 
a word, of course, was said of those 
young people in the Labor Service, 
the Agricultural Aid, the Army. 

In consequence, the Nazi govern¬ 
ment found it conveniently neces¬ 
sary to order the employers in in¬ 
dustry and commerce to dismiss 
young workers and to replace them 
by jobless adults, thereby shifting 
on to the shoulders of the young a 
burden which the government had 
itself promised to bear. For the sake 


of formality, this “adjustment'' w r as 
supposed to be undertaken in co¬ 
operation with the employment ex¬ 
changes so that “employment'' could 
be found for the young in what was 
then euphoniously called Voluntary 
Labor Service, in the Agricultural 
Aid or (in the case of young women) 
in domestic service. Naturally, in¬ 
dustry, particularly the booming 
armament industry, could not do 
without some new skilled workers 
and so provision was made that 
“there should be no question of de¬ 
priving industry of the fresh sup¬ 
plies of skilled workers which it re¬ 
quires." Nor w r as there any effort to 
make industry replace child labor 
or unpaid apprentices with adult 
workers. Persons under 19 years of 
age and apprentices were therefore 
excepted from the order. 

Prior to this time, the government 
had taken a number of other steps 
to oust young workers from their 
jobs with the cooperation of local 
officials, employers, and Nazi trade 
unions. 

On May 24, 1934, for example, a 
conference of Nazi officials of the 
Mainz employment exchange and 
the principal employers in that dis¬ 
trict passed a resolution calling upon 
young workers to leave their jobs 
and join the Labor Service or the 
Agricultural Aid. Toward the end 
of the same month the Nazi official 
in charge of the employment cam¬ 
paign in the Chemnitz district issued 
a similar demand. The Berlin-Bran- 
denburg section of the German 
Typographical Workers Federation 
followed suit, calling upon workers 
under 26 in the printing trades to 
give up their jobs in favor of older 
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workers and to join the Labor Ser¬ 
vice. The National Committee of 
the Corporation of Butchers, Bak¬ 
ers and Pastrycooks was more dis¬ 
creet in its request. It appealed to 
young butchers' and bakers' assis¬ 
tants to surrender their jobs tempo¬ 
rarily out of sympathy for men with 
family responsibilities or war rec¬ 
ords. Its action, however, was high¬ 
handed: all apprentices were re¬ 
quired to join the Labor Service 
upon completion of their appren¬ 
ticeship and surrender the posts for 
which they had prepared to older 
men. 

Even more stringent efforts were 
made in other parts of the country. 
Shortly after the head of the Labor 
Service of Franconia had denounced 
non-enrollces as persons derelict in 
their responsibility to the commu¬ 
nity—that is to say, guilty of treason 
toward the Nazi state—the authori¬ 
ties of employment exchanges and 
public assistance bureaus were or¬ 
dered to refuse further aid to all 
young men who had not yet under¬ 
gone Labor Service duty or could 
not prove that they had been re¬ 
jected. 

The officials of the city of Ham¬ 
burg issued an order requiring all 
workers of the city administration 
and public services under 26 years 
of age to join the Labor Service. A 
decree issued for the district of 
Hanover-Brunswick provided for 
the gradual replacement of all 
young workers by married men and 
required all workers and officials un¬ 
der 26 to produce certificates show¬ 
ing that they had passed through 
the Labor Service, or to forfeit their 
jobs. In the city of Brunswick it was 


decided that persons under 26 in 
the employ of the local government 
would be dismissed unless they 
could show they had been in the 
Labor Service; the same applied to 
public employees in Potsdam. The 
officials of Fehrbellin went the whole 
hog. They required a labor passport 
— a document certifying that the 
holder has completed Labor Service 
—not only of every public employee, 
but also of all persons desiring to ob¬ 
tain employment in private industry 
or commerce. 

Apparently these measures did not 
have altogether happy results even 
for those who should have derived 
benefits. There followed a great deal 
of confusion; employers themselves 
became jittery. In some communi¬ 
ties several different regulations by 
several different authorities com¬ 
peted for acknowledgment. The net 
result was that no one knew what 
regulation had to be recognized. 
Finally, the Ministry of National 
Economy issued an order on August 
10, 1934 giving the head of the Insti¬ 
tution for Employment Exchanges 
and Unemployment Insurance sole 
authority over the age distribution 
of employment; two days later all 
employers—except those engaged in 
shipping, agriculture, and domestic 
service—were required to follow uni¬ 
form regulations for firing the 
young. Under these significant reg¬ 
ulations, worded with the utmost 
grace and subtlety, employers were 
ordered to fire all workers under 25 
for the sake of “national interest" 
but required to retain the services of 
those young workers who could 
prove that they had served “national 
interest" in the Storm Troops, the 
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Army, etc. 

“Every employer is required to examine 
the make-up of his stair with the object of 
ascertaining whether the age of his work¬ 
ers or salaried employees—due regard be¬ 
ing had to the requirements of the under¬ 
taking from the technical and economic 
points of view—is in accordance with the 
national interest, which requires that work¬ 
ers and salaried employees of a certain age, 
and particularly those with large families, 
shall have employment in preference to 
young workers and salaried employees 
under 25. Among the above-mentioned re¬ 
quirements of the undertaking, account 
must be taken of the number of young 
persons who must be kept on for subse¬ 
quent training as skilled workers. 

“Young men with wives and children, 
apprentices and employed persons who 
have been members of the Army, the Labor 
Service, the Agricultural Aid Service or the 
National Socialist troops may not be dis¬ 
missed. Once the standards to be applied 
in the undertaking have been determined, 
the employer must put himself in touch 
with the employment exchange, which will 
inform him whether, and if so when, other 
employment, particularly in agriculture, 


the Voluntary Labor Service, the Agricul¬ 
tural Aid and domestic service, can be 
found for the surplus young members of 
his staff. A change in the composition of 
staffs must not lead to a reduction in their 
numbers nor to involuntary unemploy¬ 
ment among young persons. The employer 
must give the posts thus freed to the eldest 
workers and salaried employees w r ho arc 
out of w'ork; these must as a rule be fathers 
of large families or mothers with children 
dependent on them; and unemployed per¬ 
sons of long standing who are dependent 
on poor relief should be taken specially 
into consideration. 

“The order provides further that persons 
under 25 years of age may not be engaged 
in undertakings without the previous con¬ 
sent of the employment exchange, but this 
consent is not required in the case of ap¬ 
prentices. The exchange may give prefer¬ 
ential treatment to young men under 25 
who have belonged to the Army, the Na¬ 
tional Socialist Troops, the Labor Service 
or the Agricultural Aid or who have de¬ 
liberately left their posts in order to make 
room for older workers and have worked 
at least a year in agriculture/’ (Unemploy¬ 
ment Among Young Persons, International 
Labor Conference, Geneva, p. 141.) 


YOUNG WOMEN 


Theirs not to reason why 
Theirs but to bear and die 

C HILD bearing is the official 
function in life of Germany's 
young womanhood, married 
and unmarried. An article in the 
March, 1937 issue of Rasse, (Race), 
Nazi theoretical publication, urged 
unmarried girls to bear children for 
the sake of the Rcichswchr. 

“Every healthy child born of a German 
mother is a battle won for the existence 
of the German people. Thus, in an ethical 
sense, the healthy unmarried woman must 
not be denied the right to become a 
mother.” 

In plain terms Hitler's war prepara¬ 
tions necessitate illegitimate chil¬ 
dren. In the official opinion of Al¬ 
fred Rosenberg, editor-in-chief of 


the Volkischer Beobachter and high 
priest of Nazi theory, the female is 
a vital biological machine which, 
from time to time, reproduces the 
species. Marriage, he tells us in “The 
Myth of the Twentieth Century," is 
neither biologically nor legally 
necessary. “The German Reich of 
the future will therefore regard the 
childless woman — irrespective of 
whether she be married or not—as 
an incomplete member of the “na¬ 
tional community." 

Driven out of industry and the 
professions Germany's young wo¬ 
manhood has been subjected to such 
necessities and this claptrap: 

“Hereditarily stalwart women choose a 
suitable partner from among a number of 
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men selected by the council of ciders. The 
partners, selected according to llieir heredi¬ 
tary qualities, live in strict monogamy until 
pregnation has been achieved. Then the 
couple is separated and the pregnant wo¬ 
man stays single until she gives birth. She 
is taken care of by the community during 
this time. About two years later she is given 
a new partner with high class hereditary 
qualities with whom she may live for some 
months until she has conceived another 
child. These women are the most fecund 
ones, of course, while the non-fecund or 
biologically inferior female is to he pre¬ 
vented from pro-creation. The latter, to¬ 
gether with the bioligically inferior men, 
may satisfy their sexual desires. They may 
be married for as long or as short a time 
as they like, but they must have no chil¬ 
dren. The children are brought up to¬ 
gether in special women’s houses, under 
the supervision of experienced governesses. 
The boys will be sent into the men’s house 
at the age of six. The biologically valuable 
mother lives in the shelter of the women’s 
house, where she periodically receives her 
partner according to an arrangement with 
the head matron.” (Weltanschauung unci 
Rassczuechtung , by Doctor Depr£, Berlin.) 

“Monogamy for life is perverse and hurt¬ 
ful to our race. Where it is actually car¬ 
ried out—and fortunately this has not been 
possible in human life, in spite of all laws 
—race must decay. In a properly con¬ 
structed state the woman who has not given 
birth is disgraced. There are enough will¬ 
ing and diligent boys to copulate the avail¬ 
able women and girls and, fortunately, one 
snappy lad is enough for ten to twenty 
girls, who have not suppressed the desire 
lor children, if there were not civilized 
nonsense of monogamic permanent mar¬ 
riage, which is contrary to nature.” (“Er- 
kenntnis und Muttergeist ” by Professor 
Ernst Bergmann, Leipzig.) 

It is a mistake to think that these 
are two madmen expressing their 
private opinions. There is no longer 
any private opinion in Germany. 
We find the inspiration of this view¬ 
point in Hitler’s Mein Kampf and 
even more articulately expressed in 
Alfred Rosenberg’s Myth of the 
Twentieth Century . Rosenberg de¬ 
fends polygamy by pointing out its 
importance for western civilization. 
That women arc human beings and 


have a right to choose their com¬ 
panions does not occur to the brown 
shirted Nazis. 

The New German “love princi¬ 
ples” are being widely practiced. 
One can hardly exaggerate what the 
girls in labor camps and as farm 
helpers have to go through. Parents 
have complained repeatedly to the 
Nazi authorities about the moral 
corruption of their daughters, and 
were answered that that did not mat¬ 
ter, that girls, after all, were made 
to have babies. Thus practice cor¬ 
responds to theory. 

Roys in the Hitler Youth are edu¬ 
cated in the methods of discover¬ 
ing the correct biological qualifica¬ 
tions of their future mates. It was 
very important, they were told, to 
find out in advance whether their 
girl friends could bear children and 
whether they were willing to have 
large families. 

Almost immediately upon Nazi 
conquest of power, women workers, 
nearly all of whom were young, 
found themselves being forced cn- 
masse out of their jobs and into ser¬ 
vility. 

At Lichterfelde near Berlin an 
infants creche has been opened for 
the male babies emanating from the 
girls’ labor camps. The female 
babies are apparently nobody’s con¬ 
cern. The male babies are to be 
educated as 100% Nazis who will 
make the pillars of the “1000 year 
Third Reich.” 

Female employees under 25 years 
are commandeered for a year's ser¬ 
vice in the Land Aid ( Landhilfe ). 
There are quite a number of law 
suits pending at the moment against 
big land owners for seducing girls 
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under age. In many cases the big 
land owners and farm managers 
have turned the matter round and 
accused the girls of seducing theml 

At first Hitler attempted to coax 
young women out of their jobs and 
into child bearing through so-called 
marriage loans. In June, 1933, loans 
up to 1,000 marks redeemable at 
one per cent per month, were offered 
to those girls who had been em¬ 
ployed during the six preceding 
months and who could arrange to 
get themselves married. To provide 
the money for these loans, a tax was 
levied on all male bachelors — col¬ 
lected by the arbitrary process of 
substracting the required sum from 
their wages. 

Whereas at first it was stipulated 
that a Hitler-financed bride could 
not accept employment so long as 
htfr husband’s monthly income did 
not fall below 125 marks (about 
$50), in March, 1934 it was stipu¬ 
lated that such brides could not en¬ 
ter employment unless the authori¬ 
ties decided that the husband was in 
“necessitous circumstances” judged 
on the basis of the Poor Law. And if 
at first, Hitler attempted to seem 
more concerned with the marital 
happiness of Germany’s young wo¬ 
men than with any desire to push 
them out of the labor market, after 
a few months he made no such pre¬ 
tension. 

By March, 1934 Hitler launched a 
general campaign to oust women 
from all jobs which could be occu¬ 
pied by men. Nazi leaders endea¬ 
vored to further this end by forbid¬ 
ding women from joining or form¬ 
ing Nazi factory units. (Roy Pascal. 
The Nazi Dictatorship, London, 


1 934 -) 

In May, 1934, Miriam Beard re¬ 
ported that “Appalling competition 
has already begun among girls for 
the few open places; they denounce 
one another as Marxists and pacifists 
and struggle for advancement” 
(Beard, Miriam. “The Nazis Plain¬ 
ness Woman Power,” Today, May 
12, 1934). One Nazi official—Johann 
Engel, Berlin town councillor—man¬ 
ifested considerable ingenuity in 
June of that year by arguing that 
employment encouraged immoral¬ 
ity, that jobs indeed were inimical 
to the honor and purity of Ger¬ 
many’s young womanhood. “When,” 
he warned, “parents send their 
daughters out to work they should 
know that the ethical and moral 
value of their daughter is greatly 
endangered.” In October, 1934 came 
an order forbidding the employ¬ 
ment of all persons under 25 years 
of age unless officially excepted. 

If in 1930 there were 11,000,000 
women workers, in 1937 there were 
undoubtedly less than 3,000,000. 
Perhaps not a single woman worker 
would be employed today in all 
Germany were it not for the fact that 
industry pays her much less than 
any man could be paid. (Pascal,Roy. 
The Nazi Dictatorship. London.) 

But even as the Nazi regime has 
forced young women out of industry 
in general its drive toward war has 
resulted in certain contradictions. 
The very Fraulein who finds the 
doors of general commerce closed to 
her may find solace in the fact that 
at least the munitions industries are 
employing larger and larger num¬ 
bers of young women workers. 

Prior to 1933 almost all the muni- 
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tions required by the Reichswekr in¬ 
fantry could be produced by a total 
of i,8oo workers, go% of them fe¬ 
male, employed at the Boljte factory 
in Magdeburg; shortly after Hitler’s 
seizure of power armament needs in¬ 
creased so sharply that a new muni¬ 
tions factory near Dessau took on 
6,000 workers, about 5,000 of whom 
were young women. 

To the orthodox there is no con¬ 
tradiction here. Women should not 
be permitted in commercial fields be¬ 
cause it is their duty to breed war¬ 
rior sons, but they should be en¬ 
couraged to work in the munitions 
industries because their warrior-son- 
to-be must, after all, have mighty 
weapons. The Nazi gauge, is: will it 
further Hitler’s war preparations? 
And Nazi women are expected to 
give utter devotion to these prepara¬ 
tions, as the women leaders preach 
in the official press. 

When the Fiihrer on May 21 
proclaimed the new military con¬ 
scription act he specified in para¬ 
graph 3 section 1 of the act: “That 
in wartime, besides being subject to 
military service, every German man 
or woman is required to work in the 
defence of the fatherland.” Of which 
one of these female Nazis said: 
“These words, directed to us, Ger¬ 
man women, and moreover having 
the force of the law, remind us of 
those duties which German women 
voluntarily assumed in the past 
world war for the welfare of the 
fatherland and of our nation.” [In¬ 
ternational Press Correspondence, 
“The Women Workers in German 
War Industry,” July 13, 1935.) 

Those who had prepared for the 
professions were especially hard-hit. 


The few who were permitted to re¬ 
main teachers found themselves sub¬ 
jected to intolerable conditions. A 
recent university graduate who man¬ 
aged to get a teaching job had a 
giim story to tell. 

This spring I will start teaching in pri¬ 
mary school. My salary will be 90 marks 
(about $36) per month. It will be years be¬ 
fore I can hope to make more. Out of this, 
the state takes 27 marks, the regular 30 per 
cent that covers income tax, unemployment 
and sick insurance, etc., which all single 
persons must pay. 

With the remaining marks (§25.20) I 
must live and clothe myself for an entire 
month. I can do it, too. You see, I make 
my own clothes. I will order heat in my 
room only when it is absolutely necessary. 
Instead of going to the cinema, I will read 
library books. ( Washington , D. C. Daily 
Neivs, May 25, 1936.) 

Goebbels’ rigid control of the 
press of the country cut off the possi¬ 
bility of jobs in that field. Few could 
enter medicine in view of the cry of 
the official doctors’ magazine that 
“A female doctor is a double-sexed 
creature that must be rejected by the 
natural and sound instinct of the 
folk.” 

One of Hitler’s first acts was to 
abrogate the constitutional provi¬ 
sion of equal rights and equal pay 
for women in the government ser¬ 
vice, decreeing, among other tilings, 
that “females should be discouraged 
from attempting to get official posi¬ 
tions or from holding any jobs 
whatsoever.” Every thing that had 
been gained in the way of political 
equality during democratic days 
was swept away. Within a few 
months Wilhelm Kuble, Prussian 
Oberprasident and Nazi leader, 
could rejoice that no longer was the 
Reichstag contaminated by a “dem¬ 
ocratic virago, spitting out pacifistic 
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filth when debates on national de¬ 
fense and the duty to bear arms are 
held.” 

In their anxiety to protect the 
ethical and moral value of Ger¬ 
many’s young womanhood — and 
only incidentally keep young women 
out of employment—Herr Engel and 
his colleagues have decided that such 
protection can best be achieved by 
patriotic enlistment of girls into 
domestic and agricultural service 
under the sponsorship of the state. 

As a result of a decree of June 26, 
1935, establishing the principle of 
conscription of German feminine 
youth for land or household service, 
many girls have been forced to give 
up their jobs and marry themselves 
off post-haste — a means whereby 
to avoid conscription. This also 
achieved the officially desirable ef¬ 
fect of keeping many girls from 
entering the labor market at all (N. 
Y. Times, June 28, 1935). Through 
the simple expedient of withholding 
expected unemployment benefits, 
conscription of the jobless is accom¬ 
plished; nevertheless many have pre¬ 
ferred loss of benefits and starvation 
to the service. In one case ninety-five 


Brunswick girls made that very 
choice. 

It may not, however, be long be¬ 
fore even the young bride will be 
conscripted formally. There have 
already been several instances where 
newlyweds have been separated by 
the assignment of the bride to a 
forced labor camp. That conscrip¬ 
tion would apply to all German 
girls, married and unmarried, was 
the essence of an address by Col. 
Hierl, chief of the Labor Service, be¬ 
fore students at the Central School 
for Woman Labor Service. 

Both domestic and agricultural 
help is provided in rural areas 
through these camps, similar not 
only in character to the Labor Ser¬ 
vice but also in significance. Like the 
latter, the women’s camps are in¬ 
tended primarily to produce Nazis, 
to bolster the Nazi regime, not to 
assist unemployed girls. 

These camps, State Minister Frey- 
berg of Anhalt tells us, “aim at lead¬ 
ing women back to the life-springs 
of our people, to the national unity, 
to racial pride and to the soil, and 
thus promote the great work of our 
leader.” 








CHAPTER V 


Crusade Against the Cross 

BETRAYAL OF THE PROTESTANTS 


T HOUGH its doom was per¬ 
haps sealed from the first, the 
absorption of the Evangelical 
Youth movement by the Hitler 
Youth might not have been possible, 
certainly would not have taken place 
as early and been as complete as was 
the case, were it not for its betrayal 
by Dr. Ludwig Muller. 

If the latter's apostasy came as a 
surprise to Evangelical Youth lead¬ 
ers it was only because they knew 
little of his past—which made his 
present inevitable. He was, though 
Nazi propaganda has been notably 
reticent about it, unusually well 
fitted to assist in the building of the 
gigantic military machine that is 
the Hitler Youth, for lie was a theo¬ 
logical militarist by heart and ex¬ 
perience. Previous to his appoint¬ 
ment as Bishop of Germany by Hit¬ 
ler, he was Army Chaplain of 
Koenigsbcrg and enjoyed a reputa¬ 
tion of having no superior among 
Army and Navy chaplains. Though 
a man of ‘‘often wavering Christian 
conviction” he was “characterized 
by a militaristic inclination for 
order, discipline, and duty.” His 
Nazi characteristics first manifested 
themselves shortly after the war, 
when he became alarmed at the 
growing popularity of democratic 
principles. It was this which made 
him “a determined fighter against 
the pollution of the traditional 
ideals by the destructive doctrines of 
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liberalism and Marxian socialism.” 

In 1926 he had met and became 
fanatically devoted to Hitler, in¬ 
deed so fanatically that in a speech 
before Hitler Youths on the eve of 
Hitler’s power, he worshipfully re¬ 
ferred to the Fiihrer “as a man sent 
of God under whom the German 
people were destined to fulfill a great 
historical mission.” (N. Y. Times, 
August 20, 1932.) While his co-re¬ 
ligionists viewed Hitler’s rise appre¬ 
hensively, even fearfully, he came 
out enthusiastically in his behalf. 
Out of appreciation of all this—of 
Muller's military background and 
Nazi sympathies—Hitler appointed 
him “Bishop” of Germany on Sep¬ 
tember 27, 1933 and, shortly there¬ 
after, called upon him to assist in 
the forcible absorption of religious 
associations into the Hitler Youth. 

Hitler chose well. A few months 
later, on December 19th, Muller 
swept aside negotiations with Pro¬ 
testant youth leaders tenaciously 
holding out for as many concessions 
as possible, and arbitrarily signed 
in their behalf a purported “agree¬ 
ment” with the Hitler Youth by 
which the Evangelical Youth, com¬ 
prising some 800,000 members, sur¬ 
rendered itself completely—though 
for the sake of formality it was per¬ 
mitted temporary remnants of arti¬ 
ficial life. That end achieved, Baldur 
von Schirach telegraphed Hitler in 
brusque military style; “In carrying 
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out the orders given me to bring 
about the unification of German 
Youth, I report the incorporation of 
the Evangelical Youth into the Hit¬ 
ler Youth.” More appropriate was 
Muller's message to Hitler. “God 
bless this hour,” he wired, “for our 
folk and our church. God let this 
holy word become mighty in the 
National Socialist education of the 
younger generation.” (Paul F. 
Douglass, God Among the Ger- 
mans.) 

Then to make the whole business 
seem plausible, Bishop Miiller, five 
days later promulgated a communi¬ 
cation to parents of Evangelical 
Youth in which he coyly endeavored 
to convince them that it was all very 
voluntary, that their children them¬ 
selves had desired the dissolution, 
that Evangelical Christianity was 
ever intended to serve Hitler, and 
that only absorption in the Hitler 
Youth would assuage the distressed 
consciences of youngsters torn be¬ 
tween devotion to Hitler and God. 
Let Muller stand condemned out of 
his own mouth. 

Great troops of Evangelical Youth have 
placed themselves out of their conviction 
in the ranks of the Hitler Youth. I know,, 
however, that there are boys and girls who 
are united in the Leagues of our Evangel¬ 
ical youth work, who are gripped by just 
as ardent a love for our folk and just as 
strong a will for functional arrangement 
in the common whole. It would be an in¬ 
justice to assert to them that they want in 
any sense to stand on the side lines. 
Through the integral union with the Hit¬ 
ler Youth I have given the only expression 
which was possible for a German of today. 

It has always been the honor of our 
Evangelical Christianity from the days of 
the Reformation that faith in Jesus Christ 
has given to us strength and joy to give our¬ 
selves with our whole earlhly life to folk 
and Fatherland. I am not permitted for 
the sake of the Gospel to give the appear¬ 
ance as if our Christianity were for us a 


basis of leading a life aside from the folkic 
community. I know from many Evangel¬ 
ical boys and girls that they begin to sense 
it as painful to be placed on conscience 
before the choice of community either on 
the basis of faith or community in the will 
of Germany. (Paul F. Douglass, God Among 
the Germans, p. 170.) 

Assuming that the Evangelical 
Youth was dissolved by “agree¬ 
ment,” which presupposes the mu¬ 
tual consent of the leaders involved, 
it seems passsing strange that Erich 
Stange, leader of the Evangelical 
Youth, did not up and resign. That 
would have been the consistent, the 
gentlemanly thing to do, under the 
circumstances. But he did not feel 
the least inclined to do anything of 
the sort. Apparently neither lie nor 
any other Evangelical Youth leader 
had actually been party to the so- 
called agreement or had asked 
Muller to act in their behalf. True, 
Stange had recently joined the Nazi 
party but that was perhaps only a 
matter of expediency, for in depos¬ 
ing him, von Schirach charged that 
he had nonetheless “attempted to 
sabotage the unification desires of 
Chancellor Hitler.” At this point, 
Muller, hastily drew his holy cloth 
away from the resultant foul odor, 
and hurried toward the nearest exit. 

To Pastor Karl Friedrich Zahn, a 
zealous Storm Trooper, whom he 
had appointed youth pastor of the 
German Evangelical Church, he as¬ 
signed the disagreeable task of ruth¬ 
lessly performing the ugly details of 
incorporation. And Zahn, like his 
superior, showed himself eminently 
equal to his task. With a fine disdain 
for niceties, he informed the parents 
of Evangelical Youth, “Children in 
the new state are no longer the 
private property of individuals but 
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belong to the Folk.” Surely there 
is no critic of Nazism who could 
have stated the problem so clearly. 

Endeavoring to facilitate matters 
for Pastor Zahn, Baldur von 
Schirach delivered a special radio 
message to German youth on New 
Year’s day, in which he, like Muller, 
conveyed the impression that Evan¬ 
gelical youths had all but begged 
for the dissolution of their organiza¬ 
tion. He interpreted the event as 
“visible proof of the will for unity” 
and “a lasting service to the German 
Youth Movement.” Wherein he saw 
“will” and “service” he did not—or 
could not—make clear. 

The road ahead was still rough. 
The German people did not prove 
as gullible as had been hoped. Ob¬ 
jections, sometimes mild, sometimes 
strong, arose and became part of a 
great undertone of discontent. 
There were demands for assurance 
that their children would not be 
torn away from the Protestant con¬ 
cept of God and Gospel. By way of 
surface compliance, Protestant 
clergymen were appointed as “tech¬ 
nical advisers” but their influence as 
such was negligible: they were asked 
for no advice whatsoever, technical 
or otherwise, and when they gave it 
of their own accord were themselves 
given advice on the virtues of 
silence. ( Kulturkampf March 12, 
1936 .) 

Pastor Zahn was commissioned to 
“guarantee the survival of Protes¬ 
tant Christianity in the Hitler 
Youth,” while simultaneously en¬ 
cumbered with the responsibility for 
seeing to it that, in accordance with 
Hitler Youth regulations, there were 
no discussions of religious ques¬ 


tions. The task proved too absurd, 
too hypocritical for even Pastor 
Zahn, the Storm Trooper. About a 
year after his appointment, he of¬ 
fered to resign, in terms emphati¬ 
cally condemnatory of the anti- 
Christian features of the Hitler 
Youth. 

If the Reich Youth leader does not im¬ 
mediately issue a command guaranteeing 
respect for Christian youth activity and if 
he is not able to enforce such a command, 
1 shall no longer be able to assume respon¬ 
sibility for the children of Protestant 
parents remaining in the Hitler Youth. If 
the Reich Youth leader is unwilling to 
issue such a command, then he should 
speak definitely against Christian youth 
training, against Christianity, and against 
the church, so we can know where we arc. 
Youth is Loo valuable to let its Christian 
training be the object of a diplomatic 
game. Declarations of loyalty arc worth¬ 
less because the Hitler Youth leaders no 
longer take such a declaration in earnest. 
The Hitler Youth should either speak 
openly against church in the agreement of 
December 19th of last year (1933). All the 
political shifting about between Christian¬ 
ity and paganism leads merely to dishon¬ 
esty. (Paul F. Douglass, God Among the 
Germans, p. 174.) 

For entirely different reasons, 
“Bishop” Muller, he who had served 
Hitler long and well, found himself 
on the outs with the Nazi regime not 
long after. Hitler requested his 
resignation. There was no explana¬ 
tion. His value to the regime had 
simply ended. Muller pouted and 
cried and, however much he was 
ignored by his superior, Minister of 
Religion Hans Kerri, he held to his 
office. Latest reports have it that he 
has been deprived of his office with¬ 
out formal recognition or dismissal 
and has lost both his official auto¬ 
mobile and his funds. (A r . Y. Times , 
February 12, 1936.) 

Was the liquidation of Muller 
part of the “great historic mission” 
God liad assigned to Hitler? 
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PERSECUTION OF CATHOLICS 


O NE hot summer day in 1933, 
exactly a month after the 
Nazi regime had negotiated 
a Concordat with the Holy See guar¬ 
anteeing Catholic youth organiza¬ 
tions their full rights, thousands of 
Catholic youths gathered in Ber¬ 
lin’s huge Neukoeln Stadium to 
mark that auspicious event. 

Impressively garbed in his holy 
vestments,Vicar General Steinmann, 
representing Bishop Schreiber, who 
was reported ill, rose and expressed 
happiness at the recently concluded 
Concordat, lauded Hitler in the 
most glowing superlatives, and 
called upon his youthful Catholic 
listeners to take an active part in the 
manifest destiny of the new Ger¬ 
many. 

Our Chancellor has been appointed by 
God. There must be no antagonism be¬ 
tween the church and the State; the future 
Reich will embrace both. Catholic youth 
will help the Fatherland to rise again to 
greatness and glory. (N. Y. Times , August 
2i> 1933) 

Then, with almost profound sol¬ 
emnity, the vast assemblage pledged 
allegiance to Chancellor Adolf 
* Hitler. 

Viewed in the light of subsequent 
events, in the light of Nazi treat¬ 
ment of Catholic youth which fol¬ 
lowed, this incident seems unbeliev¬ 
able. To all avowed intents, Article 
XXXI of the Concordat assures 
Catholic youth organizations free¬ 
dom of speech, assemblage, and ac¬ 
tion. But for all practical purposes 
Article XXXI has never existed. 
The Nazi regime never meant that it 
should. There was no more thought 
of according Catholic youth the 
rights to which it was entitled than 


there was of surrendering Nazi pow¬ 
er. Even as the Concordat was signed 
and sealed, Hitler was continuing to 
smash any and all youth organiza¬ 
tions with interests which did not 
harmonize with his, let alone Catho¬ 
lic youth groups opposed to certain 
Nazi tenets and practices. He affixed 
his signature in deliberate bad faith 
because he saw in the Concordat a 
convenient means of keeping up ap¬ 
pearances in the eyes of an increas¬ 
ingly unfriendly world, because he 
thought that the Concordat would 
throw Catholic youth associations 
off their guard. 

In the summer of 1935, the Nazi 
regime lashed out at the Catholic 
youth organizations with particular 
fury, enacting a whole series of re¬ 
strictions intended to strip them of 
every right, of every liberty. On Jul) 
19th, General Goering, then Presi 
dent of the Reichstag and Prussian 
Prime Minister, issued a decre( 
against the so-called “political 
Catholicism” of confessional youth 
groups. Three days later, his collea¬ 
gue, Minister of Interior Frick, or¬ 
dered Catholic youth organizations 
to cease wearing uniforms, display¬ 
ing badges, parading in public with 
flags, and appearing in athletic com¬ 
petitions. A day after Herr Frick’s 
action, State Minister of Interior 
Perlammer of Baden decreed the dis¬ 
solution of the Deutsche Juge?id- 
Itraft, a Catholic sports organization 
with a membership of over 100,000 
throughout Baden, and ordered its 
property confiscated. On July 26th, 
but two days after Herr Perlammer’s 
action, Heinrich Himmler, leader of 
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the Schutz-Staffel and commander- 
in-chief of the Secret Service Police, 
issued an order restricting the activi¬ 
ties of all Catholic youth organiza¬ 
tions in the country to only those 
matters which Nazi authorities could 
consider religious. On July 30th, 
Catholic youth groups in the Saar 
were especially forbidden all but 
purely religious activities. On Au¬ 
gust 8th, the Governor of Hanover 
Province ordered all civil employees 
to withdraw their children from 
Catholic youth organizations or for¬ 
feit their jobs. At the same time the 
Secret Police of Westphalia and 
Stralsund announced the suppres¬ 
sion of Catholic camps for boys. 
(Preserve the Olympic Ideal, Com¬ 
mittee on Fair Play in Sports, p. 57.) 

In its efforts to smash the Catholic 
youth organizations, the Nazi re¬ 
gime has been as ruthless as it has 
been relentless. It has arrested, im¬ 
prisoned, tortured, persecuted, mur¬ 
dered. 

Leaders of such organizations as 
the Reich Catholic Union of Young 
Men's Association have been mark¬ 
ed men. On June 30, 1934—the day 
of the Nazis' bloody purge—Dr. Al¬ 
bert Probst, then leader of the or¬ 
ganization, was summarily arrested 
in Dusseldorf. Eleven days later the 
Gestapo blandly announced that he 
had been shot while “attempting to 
escape." 

In a concerted move to stamp out 
the Catholic youth movement once 
and for all, Nazi authorities sudden¬ 
ly struck out at its leaders with 
wholesale arrests on February 11, 
1936. No fewer than 150 priests and 
laymen connected with the move¬ 
ment were summarily seized and im¬ 


prisoned on charges of having main¬ 
tained treasonable relations with 
illegal “Communist and Marxist 
groups," the most serious criminal 
offense possible under Nazi law. 

Alleged evidence of a Catholic- 
Communist plot “inimical to the se¬ 
curity of the State," uncovered in a 
raid on the Catholic Youth Associa¬ 
tion in Dusseldorf and in the seizure 
of the correspondence files of the 
Rev. Father Rooser, Vicar of Diis- 
selclorf, was offered as the excuse for 
this action by political police. And 
Kulturkampf, an authoritative bul¬ 
letin on the religious policies of the 
Third Reich published in Paris, re¬ 
vealed that this fictitious plot was 
hatched by Hitler Youth officials 
who simply mailed Communist tracts 
to undesirable persons and then ar¬ 
ranged to have them visited and 
caught red-handed by the Gestapo. 

First to be arrested in the drive 
were Monseigneur Ludwig Wolker, 
Probst's successor as president of the 
Reich Catholic Union of Young 
Men's Associations, and fifteen of 
his colleagues, all charged with 
knowledge of Vicar Rooser’s alleged 
Catholic-Communist activities. Also 
among the 150 persons arrested were 
Father Rossaint, vice president of 
the Reich Catholic Union of Young 
Men's Associations; Father Hen¬ 
dricks and Father Hilger, Catholic 
Youth leaders in the Rhineland; Dr. 
Staebel, head of the Catholic Young 
Men's Association in Mecklenburg 
and about thirty Catholic clergymen 
of the Cologne Diocese. 

The real cause of the drive was to 
be found in resistance to Nazi at- 
temps to dissolve Catholic youth or¬ 
ganizations. It was certainly no co- 
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incidence that the arrests followed 
on the collapse of negotiations be¬ 
tween Minister of Religion Hans 
Kerri and several Bishops represent¬ 
ing the German Catholic episcopate, 
through which the Nazi regime had 
hoped to gain control of the Catho¬ 
lic youth movement. 

Earlier the Fulda conference of 
German Catholic Bishops had is¬ 
sued an encyclical warning Catho¬ 
lic youth against Hitler Youth activi¬ 
ties “in the service of modern un¬ 
belief," and Count Clemens von 
Galen, Bishop of Muenster, had 
torn up a Hitler Youth publication 
in his pulpit, exclaiming, “This is 
what should be done with such nco- 
heatlien literature." An authorita¬ 
tive Berlin dispatch reported that 
“The Hitler Youth organ left no 
doubt that it accepted the Fulda en¬ 
cyclical as a final challenge and the 
present arrests are therefore viewed 
as the answer by the State, of which 
the Hitler Youth is part." (AT. Y. 
Times, February 12, 193G.) 

Hard put for justification of its 
violation of the Concordat article 
assuring the rights of Catholic youth 
* organizations, the Nazi regime has 
enlisted all the traditional fine arts 
of Nazi propaganda, notably calum¬ 
ny and lies, a campaign was launch¬ 
ed in the Spring of 1936 to show that 
clergymen connected with Catholic 
youth organizations were perverts. 

It got under way when the official 
organ of the Storm Troops, inspired 
by the pornographic sensationalism 
of Julius Streiclier's Stiirmer, pub¬ 
lished a lurid account of the im¬ 
moral acts of a chaplain among 
youth. (Schwarzes Korps, February 
27,1936.) If there was an iota of truth 


in the article, it was so sunk in a 
great morass of lies, that it was im¬ 
possible to find. The chaplain in¬ 
volved was admittedly guilty of im¬ 
morality, but —and this the Nazi 
press tended to ignore—he had been 
interned in a lunatic asylum for ten 
years and had been retired by the 
ecclesiastical authorities. Why the 
Storm Troops' deep concern? Hon¬ 
est indignation? Anxiety about the 
welfare of German youth? It seems 
a hundredfold more likely that the 
sudden direction of charges of im¬ 
morality against the clergy in the 
person of an insane and retired 
priest, served not only to justify the 
suppression of Catholic rights but 
also to obscure from public view the 
numerous cases of Nazi sexual im¬ 
morality which were fast attracting 
attention and indignation. 

Soon thereafter, the Nazi press 
carried streamer headlines about a 
Wiirttemberg priest, one Franz Jo- 
annis, reported to have had immoral 
relations with no less than fifty 
school maidens, “in such fashion that 
schoolboys witnessed the acts." How 
sensationally the press exploited the 
case may be gathered from a typical 
item. 

Bent forward, with bowed head, Father 
Joannis stands before his judges. The al¬ 
most ascctic-looking face with its narrow 
lips does not betray the sensual lust and 
fathomless depravity . of the man who 
pulled innumerable innocent children be¬ 
tween the ages of 6 and 14 years into the 
swarnp of his moral ruin. . . . Ilis “liking 
for children” began nearly 20 years ago. 
The sight of barc-footcd girls was enough 
to awaken his lust, which already at that 
time led him to commit offenses against the 
youngest of them. Finally, Joannis perpe¬ 
trated his offenses against whole batches of 
children in his classes. In this he was not 
ashamed of carrying on his infamous deeds 
before the eyes of the boys and girls in the 
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class. He also committed offenses of an un¬ 
natural nature against boys. ... It is im¬ 
possible to state how many souls Father 
Joannis has corrupted for life.” (AngrifJ, 
June 6, 1936.) 

The witnesses against Father Jo¬ 
annis were girls between nine and 
fourteen years of age; neither their 
parents nor teachers were consulted 
or examined. Father Joannis de¬ 
clared that, contrary to reports, he 
had not confessed to the charges of 
which he was accused “because my 
conscience is clear/' Nonetheless, he 
was sentenced to eight years penal 
servitude, five years loss of civil 
rights and life time parole. 

Why did the Nazis really perse¬ 
cute Father Joannis? It seems clear 
that the charges against him were 
too absurd to hold truth, the indig¬ 
nation too hysterical to be sincere. 
Obviously, there was something 
more to the case than what was re¬ 
vealed by the paroxysyms of type in 
the Nazi press. That missing link 
was the hushecl-up fact that Father 
Joannis had formerly been a youth 
leader of the Center Party and that 
his arrest was not brought about by 
the police but by the political leader 
of his community. 

It was hardly a subtle effort on the 
part of the pornographic Stunner to 
argue, as it did shortly after the ap¬ 
pearance of a Bishops' pastoral let¬ 
ter denouncing anti-religious influ¬ 
ences among the young, that these 
charges were not true because clergy¬ 
men were immoral anyway. 

Seizing the sensational trial in the 
summer of 1936 of 276 Franciscan 
Brothers accused of immorality 
as an excuse, the Storm Troops' 
Schwarzes Korps painted a lurid pic¬ 
ture of priests seducing youth and, 


concluding, demanded sharp curtail¬ 
ment of the church's influence. 

Means must be taken so that in the fu¬ 
ture parents do not, in their deep piety 
and divining no evil, deliver up their be¬ 
loved children to a lascivious gang, among 
whom the members of the Orders con¬ 
cerned proved too weak to protect the 
young people entrusted to their care from 
the bestial Fathers who dragged them to 
their cells and, with the use of alcohol, 
made them pliable to their desires. . . . Do 
you, Cardinal Schulte and Archbishop of 
Cologne, in the face of this colossal list of 
facts without end, still dare to maintain 
that the reports in the papers are danger¬ 
ous to the morals of youth? Is it not the 
holiest duty of the press to work to the end 
that, once and for all, fourteen year old 
children preparing for the religious pro¬ 
fession are stopped from entering the Cath¬ 
olic Orders? 

So absurd have proven some of 
the charges of immorality, that even 
faithful Nazi judges have been re¬ 
luctantly forced to occasionally dis¬ 
miss cases. That of the Catholic 
Vicar of Dortmund is one in point. 
A marked man because he had been 
president of the Houses of Catholic 
Companions and a leader of the 
Catholic youth of the city, the Vicar 
had incurred the ill-will of Hitler 
Youth officials, and, in short order, 
was brought up on charges of im¬ 
moral conduct toward several of his 
students in the broad and shameless 
view of his classes. For all its manu¬ 
factured verisimilitude, the testi¬ 
mony of the Vicar's youthful ac¬ 
cusers unfortunately lacked even 
the minimum coordination usually 
characteristic of Nazi frame-ups. Sev¬ 
eral plaintiffs finally retracted their 
charges, while the testimony of other 
accusers was discounted by evidence 
showing that their authors had 
themselves been found guilty of 
loose morality and bad conduct. 

In connection with another ob- 
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vious frame-up, the dissolution of 
the Catholic Young Men's Associa¬ 
tion at Mildersbach in June, 1936 
was justified on the grounds that “a 
great number of the members of the 
Association had received sentence of 
penal servitude and hard labor on 
charges of unnatural vice." 

Reporting that “Catholic schools 
still compete with the Nazified State 
schools and Catholic youth organi¬ 
zations are the only remaining ob¬ 
stacles to the 100 per cent success of 
the drive to enroll every German 
boy and girl in the Hitler Youth 
movement," it is pointed out that 
this “explains why the campaign 
stresses especially moral offenses 
committed against young persons." 
(N. Y. Times, June 21, 1936.) 

Where defamation doesn’t work, 
economic pressure is brought to 
bear. Clergymen active among Cath¬ 
olic youth are arbitrarily forced out 
o[ their jobs. Only a few days after 
the Nazi regime had permitted the 
publication of part of the German 
Bishop's pastoral letter in August, 
193G and thereby given the world to 
believe that it was establishing 
happy relations with the Catholic 
Church, Minister of Education Rust 
deprived the Catholic Youth organi¬ 
zations of many of their leaders by 
decreeing that priests who gave 
Scripture lessons in the public 
schools could not be officers of any 
of the Catholic youth organizations. 

In Diisseldorf-Eller, early in 1936, 
the Hitler Youth stormed the head¬ 
quarters of the Catholic Youth. In 


the ensuing fight a young catholic 
was so badly slashed with a knife 
that he had to be taken to the hospi¬ 
tal. Then he was arrested by the 
Gestapo and brutally tortured. They 
beat him until he agreed to say that 
he hadn’t been knifed but had been 
injured in a bicycle accident. He was 
also forced to say that there hadn't 
been any raid on the headquarters 
but that he himself had demolished 
the place in order to get work for his 
father, a carpenter. This enforced 
confession was then published in the 
Diisseldorjer Nachrichten and in 
Volksparole, in order to appease the 
public. 

On June G, 1937, in Munich, the 
Hitler Youth tried to break up St. 
Boniface youth services, being held 
in various churches. 

“Hitler Youth leaders were incensed by 
the appeal to all catholic young people to 
join the catholic youth organizations, is¬ 
sued about a fortnight ago. St. Boniface 
Sunday —the traditional youth Sunday — 
was scheduled as the first day of the catho¬ 
lic drive. Churches throughout the city 
Were crowded. The Hitler Youth detach¬ 
ments appeared before the churches, cat¬ 
calling and shouting insults about the 
present series of Catholic immorality trials. 
The police did not interfere. . .. When the 
services were over, the priests appeared at 
the head of their youthful congregations to 
lead them through the Hitler Youth groups, 
admonishing against violence. The police 
rushed in, however, and arrested ten priests, 
charging them with staging a public dem¬ 
onstration without permission.” (New York 
Times, June 7, 1937.) 

As these Words arc being written, 
Catholic Youth, like all German 
youth, is being coordinated into the 
Nazi mold. 







CHAPTER VI 


Heroic Victims of Nazism 


Fuhlsbiittel 

A YOUNG man who escaped 
this camp reported as fol¬ 
lows: 

"There are no beds in the cells, only 
wooden planks. The odor is so bad that 1 
nearly suffocated. Every morning and eve¬ 
ning we were fed bread and water. Warm 
food was served only every third day. The 
worst of all was the moaning and cries of 
those who had been beaten. Sixteen and 
seventeen year old boys were kept in the 
cellar. It was heart-rending. A young man 
of twenty was in chains for two weeks, his 
hands and feet tightly bound. When he 
wanted to get his food he had to crawl to 
the door for the chains wore not even re¬ 
moved during the meals. They broke his 
nose, cut his finger tips and put them in 
sour-salts. His fingers were terribly burned 
and are deformed for ever. Since he had 
received many blows in the face, he was 
so disfigured that his best friends didn’t 
recognize him when they saw him again. 
In spite of all tortures, this boy didn’t tell 
the Nazis a thing." (International Relief 
Association report.) 

Dachau 

From a young man who was re¬ 
leased from Dachau concentration 
camp we learn: 

At the beginning of March, 1936, two 
prisoners were shot. It happened on a Sat¬ 
urday night after the roll call. Prisoners 
stood around talking to each other. All of 
a sudden a shot was fired from somewhere 
in the camp. Stricken with terror the pris¬ 
oners saw that the SS. men were ready 
to open fire, and that machine guns were 
also directed against them. They ran in all 
directions. “Back to the shacks, you swine!" 
the SS. yelled “and hurry up, or we shall 
teach you to run.” In the shack which houses 
group number two of the prisoners two 
young comrades lay dying on the floor. To 
see their agony and to be unable to alle¬ 
viate their suffering was more than human 
hearts could bear. One of them tried to 


raise his hand and called, “Oh, my com¬ 
rades, do help me." But to have come to 
his aid would have meant certain death 
for us. He raised his hand once again and 
muttered something, but we couldn't un¬ 
derstand it any more. . . . 

The youths had staged a fight in 
order to have a little fun, and that 
was the reason why the SS. guard 
opened fire on them without warn¬ 
ing. The director of the Dachau con¬ 
centration camp, a man by the name 
of Eike, is a sadist. He was present 
when the two young comrades died, 
but he would not think of bringing 
in a charge against the guard. On 
the following Monday the Dachauer 
Zeitung carried the following notice: 

“A mutiny broke out in the 
Dachau concentration camp. The 
SS. men were compelled to open fire. 
Two of the prisoners lost their lives.” 

Public opinion was aroused by 
the testimony of the Socialist Youths 
(SAJ) during the trial of a leader 
and his comrades in Berlin. They 
had been detained in the famous 
Columbia House. One of the vic¬ 
tims was questioned regarding tor¬ 
tures inflicted on the prisoners. He 
began to reply and then broke down 
and wept. This boy's breakdown 
roused the other defendants, who 
with tears in their eyes, openly de¬ 
nounced their brutal torturers. For 
about five minutes the court was in 
turmoil. Then the hearing was sus¬ 
pended and later resumed in secret 
session “for the protection of the 
state.” 
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Nobody knows the exact number 
of youths murdered or tortured to 
death. We can relate the tragic fate 
of only a few of them. 

Margarethe Walter, 22 years old, 
and a member of the Young Com¬ 
munist League, was beaten to death 
in the Columbia House in October, 
1935. She had been arrested and 
tortured once before, in 1933, but 
had been released again because the 
Gestapo could get no information 
from her. In the Spring of 1934 she 
was sent to work on a farm by the 
Labor Service and there tried to 
enlighten her fellow-workers as to 
the destructive acts of Nazism. Again 
she was arrested and, because of her 
stubborn heroism, beaten to death 
by the Gestapo. Her death was an¬ 
nounced in the press as “Suicide 
After Police Hearing.” 

The following is a list of some of 
the young Germans who were mur¬ 
dered by the Nazis. They were not 
tried, nor were there any formal 
charges against them. 

Hans Balschukat, 20 years old, and Preuss, 
23 yekrs old, Berlin, March 1933, shot. 
Paul Kranz, Limbach, March 11, 1933, re¬ 
fused to reveal his father's whereabouts, 
shot. 

A young worker, 21, Munich, April 1, 1933, 
“shot while trying to escape." 

Young girl, Grossen, May 6, 1933, shot. 

A member of the Red Sport League, Ber¬ 
lin, May 10, 1933, body found in the 
Spree Canal with throat cut. 

Erwin Dehler, Elberfeld, June 1933, found 
with stomach cut open. 

Max Margoliner, 22 years old, Breslau, July 
1, 1933, died from tortures in Broun 
House. 

Benno Elders, 19 years old, Braunschweig, 
July 1, 1933, beaten to death. 

Wilhelm Esser, 18 years old, Gladbach, de¬ 
serted the S.A. and was shot. 
Rindermann, 16 years, Berlin, April 1933, 
struck down in the street before his 
mother. 

Walter Strauss, 21 years, Breslau, April 8, 


!933^ a Nazi shot by his comrades. 

Wilhelm Aron, 24 years, Bemberg, May 29, 
1933, a member of the Reichsbanncr, 
“shot while trying to escape." 

PI. Bohn, 22 years, Elberfeld, kidnapped by 
S.A., body found next day. 

Zauberel, Braunschweig, young Polish stu¬ 
dent, Aug. 1, 1933, shot by the S.A. 

Bruno Schilter, 19 years, Berlin, August 15, 
1933, found dead with five bullet wounds 
in his head. 

Karl Laininermann, Plauen, June 30, 1934, 
Hitler Youth leader, shot by SA. 

Adalbert Probst, June 30, 1934, national 
leader of the Catholic Youth, shot by S.A. 

Two young workers, July 1934, hanged 
themselves because of enslavement and 
maltreatment in Farm Service. 

A communist youth, Niirnberg jail, Oct. 
24, 1934, beaten to death. 

Lachsa, member of S.A. troop 33, Berlin, 
November 1, 1934, beaten to death. 

Janna, Bergedorf, Sept. 1934, killed in jail 
by Gestapo. 

Ernst Roder, Labor camp in Gerolstein, 
Nov. 1934, shot. 

Two Berlin boys who escaped from an East 
Prussian estate where they had been 
forced to slave as land-workers, were shot ' 
dead at the Polish frontier. 

TIitler Youth leader, Hoechst, 1935, shot 
by S.A. 

Walter Hedler, 23 years, Plauen, May 5, 
1935, beaten to death. 

Young worker, Oberhausen, January 1935, 
tortured to death by S.A. 

Franz Waschneck, 22 years, Wellendorf/ 
Schlesien, Sept. 7, 1935, shot. 

Youth, 20 years old. Sept. 17, 1935, killed 
in concentration camp. 

Hans Martin, young worker, Koln, Sept. 
27, 1935, thrown out of the window of 
police head-quarters. 

Herman Martin, 20 years, Barmen, Oct. 
1935, murdered by Gestapo (published 
as “suicide"). 

Heinrich Esser, 22 years, Hoch-Neukirch, 
Nov. 14, 1935, murdered by S.A. 

Tuber, 19 years, Jew, Nov. 30, 1935, Berlin, 
“shot while trying to escape." 

Erich Tornseifcr, communist youth, Berlin, 
December 1935, murdered by S.A. 

Helmuth Wagner, Socialist youth (SJV), 
Reichenbach, Autumn 1935, beaten to 
death in jail. 

Georg Weidt, a member of the Reichs- 
banner and Socialist youth organization, 
Dachau concentration camp, Feb. 1935, 
beaten to death. 

An incomplete list of youths offici- 
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ally executed by the Nazis: 

(In many of these cases charges were re¬ 
opened against anti-Nazis who had already 
been tried, convicted and served sentences 
before the advent of Hitler.) 

Bruno Tesch, Altona, 19 years, attack on 
S.A., sentenced July 22, 1933, executed 
Aug. 1, 1933. 

Moritz, Koeln, 20 years, attack on S.A., sen¬ 
tenced July 22, 1933, executed Oct. 30, 
>933- 

Wcscr, Koeln, 21 years, attack on S.A., sen¬ 
tenced July 22, 1933, executed Oct. 30, 
*933- 

Hamacher, Koeln, 22 years, attack on S.A., 
sentenced July 22, 1933, executed Oct 
30, 1933. 

Horch, Koeln, 24 years, attack on S.A., 
sentenced July 7, 1933, executed Oct. 30 
}933- 

Wilms, Koeln, 25 years, attack on S.A., sen 
tenced July 22, 1933, executed Oct. 30 
1933. 

Engel, Koeln, 28 years, attack on S.A., sen¬ 
tenced July 22, 1933, executed Oct. 30 
1 933- 

Reitinger, Frankfurt, 20 years, killed S.A. 
man, sentenced Oct. 5, 1933, executed 
Nov. 21, 1933. 

Kroschow, Berlin, 18 years, killed Hitler; 
Youth, sentenced Oct. 9, 1933, executed 
Oct. 10, 1933. 

Woithe, Berlin, 19 years, killed policeman 
sentenced Oct. 9, 1933, executed Oct. 10 
1933- 

Gerber, Breslau, 23 years, shot S.A. man 
sentenced Oct. 31, 1933, executed Nov 
28, 1933. 

Retslag, Hamburg, killed Hitler Youth 
sentenced Dec. 10, 1933, executed Mar 
1934- 

Lindau, Hamburg, 23 years, killed police 
man, sentenced Dec. 30, 1933, execute* 
Jan. 10, 1934. 

Hiittig, Berlin, 24 years, killed S.A. leader 
sentenced Feb. 7, 1934, executed June 
14, 1934. 

Hahn, Breslau, 26 years, killed Stahlhelm 
man, sentenced Mar. 17, 1934, execuLet 
Jan. 22, 1935. 

Schmidt, Hamburg, 25 years, attack on S.A. 
sentenced May 3, 1934, executed May 19 
*934- 

Meissner, Elbing, 22 years, attack on S.A., 
sentenced July 3, 1934, executed Sept. 18 
*934- 

Becker, Kassel, 22 years, shot policeman 
sentenced Nov. 28, 1934, executed Jul) 
12. 1935- 

Countless political trials are be¬ 


ing staged against groups of young 
people, whose only crime was to op¬ 
pose Nazi "barbarism. We can relate 
details of only a small number of 
these trials. 

A group of young workers was tried in 
Essen on June 26, 1933. 

Toettheide, 8 years hard labor. 

Ballhof, 6 years hard labor. 

Schroter, G years hard labor. 

Frericke, 3 years hard labor. 

Zeising, 4 years hard labor. 

Muller, 4 years hard labor. 

Schrinemecker, 4 years hard labor. 

Kircher, 3 years hard labor. 

Passe, 3 years hard labor. 

Bl., 3 years hard labor. 

Trommski, 2 }[4 years in jail. 

(Bernasch, 214 years in jail. 

Hanni Klein, 2 years in jail. 

Hosels, i3/J years in jail. 

In January 1934, nine young communists 
were sentenced to an aggregate of 40 years 
hard labor in Berlin. 

In April 1934, the Berlin court passed 
sentences of from 114 to 2 years upon nine 
former members of the Reichsbanner youth 
organization. 

In October 1934, a number of Berlin 
youths were tried on charges of high trea¬ 
son. The following sentences were passed: 
Fritz Meyer, 24 years old, 6 years hard labor 
and 5 years loss of civil rights. 

Rcclner, 25 years old, 15 years hard labor 
and 8 years loss of civil rights. 

Jakobs, 24 years old, 12 years hard labor 
and 8 years loss of civil rights. 

Kruger, 20 years old, 1 year in jail; 

In the notorious Steinberg-Trial seven 
youths received the following terms. 

Walter Haberman, 25 years old, 12 years 
hard labor, 10 years loss of civil rights. 
Ervin Kcrbcr, 23 years old, 12 years hard 
labor, 10 years loss of civil rights. 
Helmuth Harn, 20 years old, 9 years hard 
labor, 10 years loss of civil rights. 

Kruger, 24 years old, 2 years in jail. 
Podwohl, 22 years old, 2 years in jail. 
Rorkovski, 20 years old, 2 years in jail. 
Schiele, 23 years old, 2 years in jail. 

In 1935, 210 young people were tried on 
political charges. 

They were sentenced to an aggregate of 
496 years and 2 months hard labor. 

113 years and 9 months in jail. 

Of these: 

5 youths received terms of 15 years hard 
labor each. 

ii youth received term of 14 years hard 
labor. 
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1 youth received term of 13 years hard 
labor. 

19 youths received terms of 5-10 years hard 
labor each. 

During the first four months of 1936 the 
following youths got long prison terms: 
Fritz Walter, Berlin, 23 years old, hard laboi 
15 years. 

Erich Quade, Berlin, 25 years old, hard 
labor for life. 

Walter Mickinn, Berlin, 25 years old, hard 
labor 15 years. 

Willi Meyer, Berlin, 24 years old, hard 
labor 13 years. 

Emil Wild, Schwaningcn, 19 years old, hard' 
labor 15 years. 

Prcuss, Berlin, 24 years old, hard labor for 
life. 

During the four months from January Lo 
April 1936, 60 youths were sentenced to an 
aggregate of 98 years hard labor and 61.11 
years in jail, that is, 159.11 years imprison¬ 
ment. Two youths got life sentences. 

In the notorious Neukolln -Trial a num¬ 
ber of young boys were involved. Helmut 
Schwccrs, 26 years old, was sentenced to 
death and Kurt Kathe, 2G years old, and 
Ferdinand Loll (25) received sentences of 
14 years hard labor. 

Sixty-tlircc youths received heavy sen¬ 
tences in the Wuppertal mass trial on 
charges of having participated in an at¬ 
tempt to reorganize the free trade unions. 

In November 1935, Lhe following sen¬ 
tences were pronounced: 

Otto Funk, 18 years old, SAJ (Socialist 
Youth League), 414 years hard labor. 
Karl Dickhagen, 20 years old, SAJ (Social¬ 
ist Youth League), 6 years hard labor. 
Olio Hepperle, 23 years old, DAF (German 
Labor Front), 4 years hard labor. 

Willi Storath, 20 years old Ch.J.V. (Chris¬ 
tian Youth League), G years hard labor. 
Paul Kochlin, 24 years old, DAF (German 
Labor Front), 6 years hard labor. 
Herbert HofFgen, 22 years old, KJVD (Com¬ 
munist Youth League), 6 years hard labor. 
Willi Kochcrscheidt, 21 years old, KJVD 
(CommunisL Youth League), 5 years hard 
labor. 

In this trial the youth of all groups 
were accused. They had formed a 
united front for the struggle against 


their oppressors. There were young 
ommunists, young socialists and dis¬ 
illusioned members of the “Hitler 
Youth,” even one member of. Hi tier’s 
bodyguard. Their fearless attitude 
turned the hearing into a trial of 
their accusors, rather than of them¬ 
selves. 

Otto Funke, an 18 year old social- 
st youth, called out, when sentence 
was passed upon him, “You’ve gone 
insane, with your sentences. In four 
years we'll be on top!” 

On March 16, 1936, proceedings were 
started against 25 youths in Stuttgart. The 
trial was closed to the public and no state¬ 
ments were given to the press. These 25 
boys were arrested merely because they 
were on the same snapshot (taken on a 
hike), with a young catholic who had pre¬ 
viously been arrested. 

In April 1936, 45 youths were tried in 
Dresden on political charges. Ten of them 
received sentences of from three to four 
years bard labor, the others were sentenced 
to three months to three years. (Interna¬ 
tional Relief Association report.) 

“German youth should be made lit for 
military defense, and imbued with the 
martial spirit . . . they should take the of¬ 
fensive, if need be, and it need must be— 
lest they be defeated. . . .” (Claus H. Tiet- 
jen, Erziehung zurti Dcutschen Menschen.) 

German youth who are opposed 
to this frenzy-rousing tom-tom spirit, 
who don’t enjoy the prospect of 
spilling their blood in a new war, 
who believe in international 
brotherhood and liberty, are hunted, 
thrown into prison, tortured, arc 
under the constant threat of death. 

The German workers will not for¬ 
get these lives and these deaths — 
an eternal protest against brutal 
Fascism. 







